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Support your neighborhood. Join the Washington
Park East Neighborhood Association, become
a member and get involved.

NEIGHBORHOOD EVENTS

Denver Police Department
Citizens Advisory Board Meeting (CAB)

Spring 2017
Vol. 42 No. 1

Washington Park East Neighborhood Association
CHECK OUT OUR NEW WEBSITE www.WPENAonline.org

www.denvergov.org/District_3_Station
Sector One Meetings take place the first
Tuesday each month at District 3 Police Station
1625 South University

Tuesday, April 4 at 6 p.m.
Tuesday, May 2 at 6 p.m.
Tuesday, June 6 at 6 p.m.
WPENA Meeting

Meetings take place at
St. John’s Lutheran Church
700 South Franklin
All meetings start at 6:45

Tuesday, April 11 at 6:45 p.m.
Tuesday, May 9 at 6:45 p.m.
Tuesday, June13 at 6:45 p.m.

Speaker to be announced via NextDoor

Members and non-members welcome
Presentations start promptly at 6:45pm

FANS of Washington Park Meeting

Meetings take place at Washington Park
Dos Chappell Bath House. (Volunteers for
Outdoor Colorado building)
600 South Marion Parkway

Our new WPENA
website if finally
up and running.
Check it out and
you’ll find a wealth
of information on
City programs,
the history of our
neighborhood,
membership,
upcoming events
and lots of other
details.

SCHEDULES
EVENTS

TAP INTO A WEALTH
OF INFORMATION
ABOUT OUR WPENA
NEIGHBORHOOD
AND OUR CITY
www.WPENAonline.org

NEWS

Wednesday, April 12 at 6 p.m.
Wednesday May 10 at 6 p.m.

MEMBERSHIPS

(BUSINESS & RESIDENTIAL)
BECOME A MEMBER OF OUR NEIGHBORHOOD
ASSOCIATION AND CONSIDER JOINING OUR
BOARD OR ONE OF OUR COMMITTEES

Follow us & Like us on Facebook

HOW TO
PARTICIPATE

CITY INFO

@WPENADenver

www.WPENAonline.org

Web design services provided by Hypoxic Web Solutions

KASHMANN’s KORNER

When it comes to paying the tab for the cost of
living in the City and County of Denver, there is
no pot of gold at the end of the rainbow. The
dollars needed to pay personnel, fund services
and facilitate construction of city assets come
from you and me, and all the others who live,
work and play in the Mile High City.
While many services are labeled as “free”
(trash pickup, street paving, etc.), and others
require out-of-pocket expense (curbside
composting) the money is coming out of your
wallet either way. Those “free” services are not
without cost, but don’t generate the same level
of angst as does a monthly compost bill, as their
“freeness” is built into the General Fund budget.
But once again, do not forget that Denver’s
budget ($1.4 billion per year) is fueled by property
tax, sales tax, lodgers tax, fees, fines etc. that are
paid into city coffers as a matter of course. And
again, it is you and me and all our cohorts who
foot that bill. There are no elves or other magical
creatures or critters plunking gold coins into
some mythical bank.
This cold reality is especially relevant as the
Mayor and City Council, along with a broadbased contingent of citizens from the business,
nonprofit and neighborhood sectors begin the
important work of preparing a General
Obligation Bond package that will go
before voters in November of this year.

As mentioned above, our city budget for 2017 is in the
neighborhood of $1.4 billion dollars. A ton of money to say
the least. You can build a lot of “stuff” for $1.4 billion.
But slowdown a minute, cowpoke. The money we actually have
to build “stuff” is far less, because 68 percent of our budget goes
to pay the personnel who answer the phones and staff the
counters at city offices, pick up the trash, put out fires, maintain
our parks, arrest criminals etc., leaving us with something just
under $500 million to pay for the asphalt that fills the potholes,
the paint and plaster that keeps our buildings maintained, the
cars our cops drive, the gasoline that fills up the tanks in those
cars, the hoses that carry the water to put out the fires, the lights
that illuminate our parks, as well as the libraries, police stations,
recreation centers, playgrounds, swimming pools and the like
that are such an important part of our community.
The never-ending need to maintain what we have and build
what we need leads to a laundry list of deferred maintenance
and construction that our annual budgets can’t accommodate.
Thus, every 10 years or so, the city needs to go to the voters
with an additional ask so a dent can be made in the backlog
of fix-ups and new builds that are deferred each year. The
Better Denver bond package in 2007, our last such effort,
funded 380 projects across the city for $535 million. This
year, we have the ability to finance a bond package in the
neighborhood of $500-$600 million without having to raise
taxes. Depending on the discussion that takes place over the
next few months, the package that ends up going to voters in
November may be greater or lesser than that number. But,
even if it doesn’t require that we raise taxes, it would be wise
to pay very close attention, because it still would mean we’d
be spending about a half billion of your dollars on a variety
of projects that may or may not be to your liking.
The Mayor is assembling a handful of task force groups to
consider projects related to: Public Safety, Parks & Recreation,
Transportation & Mobility, Arts & Culture and City Facilities. You
can expect that the plan sent to voters will be a laundry list of
packages, rather than one large take it or leave it number.
This is your opportunity to let your priorities be known, to
move forward in creating the city in which you want to live.
To look at what was achieved through the Better Denver
bond issue in 2007, visit:
https://www.denvergov.org/content/denvergov/en/
better-denver-bond-program.html

TUESDAY, MARCH 14
TUESDAY, APRIL 11
BECOME A MEMBER - JOIN THE
BOARD OR A COMMITTEE TODAY!
Washington Park East Neighborhood Association (WPENA)
is made up of thousands of neighbors, dozens of local
businesses, nonprofits, churches, and local elected officials.
All of us work together to keep Washington Park East a great
neighborhood, but we need YOUR help! WPENA annual dues
are $20 per household ($10 for seniors) based on a calendar
year and help support regular business activity, annual
celebrations, production of our newsletters, website
maintenance, and other administrative costs. To support
your neighborhood organization, please fill out the
info below and send dues payable to WPENA,
PO Box 101331, Denver, CO 80254 or PAY ONLINE at
our website: www.WPENAonline.org

Annual dues

q Resident ($20)

q Senior ($10)

An additional contribution to support neighborhood activities
and our newsletter
q $10
q $25
q $50
q $100
Name(s):
Address:
City:			

State:

Zip:

Phone Number(s):

Email Address:					
(used only for our monthly email blast and WPENA business)

Participation
I am interested in volunteering on a WPENA Committee :
q
q
q
q
q
q
q

website
zoning issues
traffic/transportation issues
newsletter
membership
event volunteer (4th of July/yard sale)
safety & crime issues q other

Comments/Suggestions:

To keep up to date on the proposed 2017 bond issue, visit:
https://www.denvergov.org/content/denvergov/en/
denver-department-of-finance/2017-go-bond.html
Feel free to contact my office with questions about this
or any other city issue at 720-337-6666.

Remember that Paul will be in the District at Pete’s University Café every
Thursday morning, 2345 E. Evans Ave., 8-10a.m. Please drop by and say “hello”.
PAUL KASHMANN					
720-337-6666
Denver City Council, District 6
email: paul.kashmann@denvergov.org
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ATTEND OUR NEXT
NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING

SUBSCRIBE NOW TO OUR MONTHLY EMAILS
Stay up to date on the happenings in Washington Park
East and surrounding neighborhoods. Also receive
exclusive deals from sponsor businesses in the area.

www.wpenaonline.org or
http://www.wpenaonline.org/communications.html

Washington Park East News

Our neighborhood and highway issues are in the news!
Denver’s geese problem has made it to the
Los Angeles Times - http://www.latimes.com/nation/lana-denver-geese-20170219-story.html.

Will the I-70 Expansion Project (Central 70 Project)
and the Platte to Park Hill Drainage Project affect
East Washington Park? Are the two projects related?
How will the I-70 Expansion affect the neighborhoods
through which the project runs - Globeville, Swansea
and Elyria? How will the Platte to Park Hill Drainage
Project affect City Park and the Cole neighborhood?
These are some of the questions which the City Park
FANS meeting on Feb. 7 and the CDOT Town Hall
meeting on Feb. 16 attempted to address.

Unfortunately the article is misleading because it
gives the impression that harassment techniques,
specifically the “goosinator”, will help to manage
the Canada geese population. Yet in the article,
Vickie Vargas-Madrid, wildlife program administrator
for DPR, states “But they’ll come back. From a
wildlife perspective, we know we’ll never get rid
of geese”. If so, why is Denver spending $24,500
on seven “goosinators”?
After researching Canada geese, I’ve come to
the following conclusions: 1. Once geese become
established in an area, standard harassment
techniques will not cause them to relocate.
2. Considering the fact that geese are federally
protected from hunting, without a permit, and
protected from any harassment from April 1
through July 31, their nesting period, the best
preventative option is habitat modification.
3. Goose poop may contain parasites, bacteria
viruses and fungus, but transmission of disease to
humans has not been well-documented. 4. According
to askavetquestion.com, “it is really unlikely that a dog
would get sick from eating goose feces. The type of
giardia that affects geese is very host specific, which
means that if a dog ingests goose feces, it would not
get sick”.
The best source of information I found about
geese is https://in.gov/dnr, then click Search
DNR for Canada geese.
In summary, geese will remain in Denver parks.
Don’t drink contaminated water. It’s better to
have the geese in parks than in your yard.

As you might imagine, since the decision making
process took 14 years, and involved the affected
communities, numerous factors were considered
before arriving at the final concepts. One alternative
which has strong community support is the I-270, I-76
Reroute, which directs traffic by-passing I-25 away from
the I-70, I-25 “mousetrap”. As Shailen Bhatt, Executive
Director of CDOT, explained, Adams and Jefferson
Counties vetoed that option. He then listed other
prohibitive reasons. As Director Bhatt explained, the
I-70 Expansion Project will proceed as planned, since
the Record of Decision (ROD) on Jan. 19 was to
proceed. Since the ROD, three lawsuits have been
filed hoping to prevent the I-70 Expansion and the
Platte to Park Hill Drainage Project.
Only if one or more of the lawsuits is successful 		
will the projects be stopped. Please click
https://vimeo.com/169650756 and https://tinyurl.
com/za8ba7u for more information.
These projects will affect East Washington Park,
and all Denver residents, by approximately
tripling our wastewater storm drainage and
sewer fees. These fees will reportedly be
incorporated into our storm drainage service
charge, which will change from an annual to
a monthly bill.

Tim McHugh President
WPENA Board

Have you signed up yet?
If you haven’t signed up yet, take a look at this great resources where neighbors communicate about local events, recommended
resources, ask questions about neighborhood services and lots of other information. Our WPENA Board is also using NextDoor to
communicate with neighbors. For more information go to NEXTDOOR.COM, provide your address and find and connect with your
neighborhood. This is a great way for our Board to connect with neighbors in between meeting dates.
Washington Park East News
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South Rebels – Spring News 2017

South keeps gaining momentum in the greater
Wash Park Neighborhoods and beyond!
South set a record with approximately 450
Eighth graders visiting our school by the end of
January. The word is out. South provides high
academic classes, including college courses, tutoring
in all subjects, over 50 clubs and activities, and 23 varsity sports.
During a
meeting
with a
school
board
member,
our
students
described
South
High
School as:
inclusive,
welcoming, friendly, passionate, alive, life-changing, empowering
and full of Rebel pride! All students talked about how they have
become acquainted with the world through their peers. With
one-third of South’s students making up our international
population, South is striving to become one of the top schools
in the state.Our students are highlighted both academically and
socially. Their talent and dedication are shown with 5 of our
Seniors becoming Daniels Fund Finalists (very prestigious) as well
as students earning scholastic art awards, speech awards and
writing awards just in the month of January! We are looking
forward to seeing the list of colleges and universities for the
Class of 2017. We are proud to announce that Mayor Hancock,
Superintendent Tom Boasberg, President of the DPS School Board,
Anne Rowe, all showed their support for South and all of our
students by visiting and engaging with our students. Please see
the article by Denver Public Schools below.
To keep up with news and highlights at South, please visit:
Website: http://denversouth.org
Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/denversouthhigh/
Karen Duell, Community/Family Liaison Denver South High School
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Zoning...

Any relief for alley trash?
Dear Zoey...
I love living in the neighborhood, but our
alley is an eyesore! The mice problem has
gone down since the city removed the dumpsters and gave everyone a trash bin. But,
it has also added to mess in our alleys.
The trash bins are adding to the overgrown
bushes and weeds soon to spring up and our
alley is horrible!
Can the city cite these lazy neighbors?
“Looking for a clean alley”
************************
Dear Looking...

I appreciate your frustration as this is a
neighborhood wide problem. Solid Waste
Management’s guidelines require residents
to store all solid waste containers (trash,
recycle and/or compost) containers on their
property and out of public view when possible. Carts may not be stored in the public
right-of-way such as the alley or at the curb.
As far as the overgrown planting that you
have - instead of getting frustrated, how
about inviting your alley neighbors to an
alley clean up? This can be a fun way to
meet everyone and clean your alley at the
same time.
If you do have a neighbor that refuses to
clean up their overgrown weeds, you can also
call 311 and request a city inspector to come
out and they will take action.
“Zoey - Yours in Zoning”
Help keep Denver’s recycling program smooth
and efficient by following these simple guidelines:

THANK YOU TO OUR BUSINESS MEMBERS AND SUPPORTERS

Give Us Room! Provide at least 2 feet of space on
either side of your cart when setting it out for collection.
With the job of collecting more than 1,000 recycle carts
each day, the driver doesn’t have time to get
out an adjust carts.
Place All Recyclables Inside Your Purple Carts.
Since the automated arm can only collect and empty
recycle carts, extra items such as cardboard stacked on
the ground next to your cart will not be collected.
If you sometimes have extra, consider asking a neighbor
if you can top off their recycle cart prior to collection day.
Set Your Cart Out Facing the Correct Direction.
The lid to your cart should open out to the street or alley
with the wheels against your property or curb.
For more information about recycling, please contact
Denver Recycles at 311 (720-913-1311) or visit

Washington Park East News

A VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR HAPPY HOUR SPONSORS
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HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF - HARDEN - THE - TARGET HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF
It is that time of year again when warm temps and Daylight Savings Time increases
the number of PROPERTY CRIMES. The warm weather is much more conducive
for the perpetrators to hang around WPE at all times. Perpetrators know real estate
values, they come from all areas of the city, they are opportunists and they observe
those that are complacent in the security of their property!
Become invested in your WPE neighborhood.
HAVE YOU CONSIDERED THESE IDEAS TO KEEP YOUR PROPERTY SAFE?
BE ALERT to changes on your block and alley! Call DPD @ 720-913-2000or the nonemergency number or 911 if you see a suspicious vehicle or person(s) and crimes progress.
LOCK doors and gates! Perpetrators have been seen checking front doors, gates and vehicle doors.
Make sure your garage door is closed and the access door is locked.
TAKE OUT going mail to a mailbox or Post Office. Out going mail can and is stolen.
If possible have packages delivered to a known location where you are at during the delivery time!
			
		

USE YOUR GARAGE AT NIGHT for your vehicle/s. If you have to park on the street,
lock it up and take all visible items out of the vehicle including garage door openers!
Expensive vehicles on the street at night are an attraction!
DOOR TO DOOR SALES: All door-to-door sales must end at dusk as per Denver code.
ALL sales people must have a Denver City & County license displayed in a lanyard
to be seen at the door! Call DPD if you are concerned!

CPTED-Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design: This program has simple design forms to install.
Start with decorative grasses along your property lines. Or install a 4 foot fence in the front set-back areas.
This design process sets up a barrier at your property line and the public sidewalk area. It indicates your property is private! Also, overgrown bushes and trees at the front, sides and back of your home
make for a hiding area as well as blocking a visual out to those areas. The more WPE residents
“HARDEN THE TARGET” the LOWER the property crime numbers will be!

APRIL 11,2017, 6:45PM WPENA MEETING

Featured speaker will be District Three Officer Jim Lopez, Community Resource Officer Sector One.
Officer Lopez will review ways to HARDEN THE TARGET and keep crime out of WPE!
NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH: Darci Barlow and Dave Weinstock....NEXT MEETING is scheduled for Tuesday,
April 25,2017, location to be announced. Darci and Dave now have 90+ blocks in WPE signed up with block
communicators. The block communicators are responsible for both the east and west sides of
one block. The block residents give the block communicator a telephone number and/or an email
address to contact them to let them know there is suspicious activity in their block.
To sign-up as a block communicator contact Darci @ darcibarlow1@gmail.com.
NEW COP SHOP! District Three’s SECTOR ONE now has a new COP SHOP at 487 So. Broadway #300
(So. Bannock & Virginia). The merchants are giving this space for free. Thank you to Merce Lea in
West Wash Park for working for the past two years to locate a new space! Citizens can file reports
at this location and pick-up graffiti abatement paint as well! Volunteers are always needed.
GO TO: www.pocket.gov.org to log into the DPD District Three posts! The site now has a login feature
that just requires an address! It is now very easy to login into!

DID YOU KNOW? The CCTA-The Colorado Car Theft Authoritycharges every car owner-cars only, no motor cycles, RV’s, trucks, $1 per year per car on their insurance bill!

Police information provided by Joanne Asher WPENA Crime & Safety Chairman Contact: www.WPENAonline.org www.spotcrime.com
www.alertcrime.com/Neighborhood Watch Sign up as a Neighborhood Block Captain at darcibarlow1@gmail.com
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If you are 65 or older, you may be eligible for Denver’s

SENIOR PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTIONS
You must have lived in your Denver home for more
than 10 consecutive years, be at least 65 years old
for the entire tax year, and complete and
file the proper on-line forms by July 15
See the Denver City website for particulars.
For details and more information on this program in Denver:
https://www.denvergov.org/content/denver

LET’S TALK ABOUT
MEMBERSHIP!
We’re looking for new members,

new local businesses, new business
sponsors, HOSTS FOR

OUR NEIGHBORHOOD
HAPPY HOURS and
a great new group of
participants for our

WPENA programs...can you
help us spread the word?

Visit www.wpenaonline.org

Washington Park East News
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NEW TO THE HOOD?

We want to hear what you talk
about with your neighbors and
what you want to talk about...
What are your neighbors
talking about!
With so many new families and individuals moving into
our wonderful little part of the City, it’s time to start talking
about local activities including:
l gardening tips and tricks
l community games to play in the park
l feeding the birds
l watching the new construction
l joining biking or walking groups
l plan for a neighborhood yard/garage sale
l hold a block party
l meet the dogs and kids on your block
l visit one of our many public libraries
l meet for doffee baked goods or a drink after work
There is no limit to the conversations that can be started
with a simple “Hello”! | Please reach out to new neighbors
and introduce them to our newletter, website, emailer and
other communications tools.

UPCOMING NEIGHBORHOOD MEETINGS
TUESDAY, APRIL 11
6:45 PM
TUESDAY, MAY 9
6:45 PM
St. John’s Church, Chapel - east side of building
corner of Exposition and Gilpin

Also...invite your neighbors to attend one of our next
meetings. There is always time to share your thoughts
and open a discussion on topicsfor future meetings.
We hope to see you soon...and we’ll watch for you
around the neighborhood.

CAN YOU POST A SIGN IN YOUR YARD?
Would you be willing to post a neighborhood meeting
sign in your front yard. We need your help in getting the
word out about our meetings. We would ask you to
post the sign for one week before the meeting. We will
provide you with the sign, the stand and the insert.
Please send us a message through the website.

WASHINGTON PARK EAST
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
Monthly association meetings are open
to any WPENA resident or business
owner and are held every second
Tuesday starting at 6:45 p.m.
at St. John’s Church (corner of

BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

East Exposition and South Gilpin

Joanne Asher

streets) in the chapel near the back
parking lot area. Elections to the

Tim McHugh

board are scheduled annually in May. Lance Musselman
Questions? Comments?

Ryan Schulz

Email the board members at

William Tracy

WPENAonline@gmail.com or read
more association information on the
official WPENA website at
www.WPENAonline.org

