Denver Police Department Community Advisory Board Meeting (CAB)
Call 911 for all EMERGENCIES - Call 720-913-2000 for DPD Dispatch.
Meetings take place the first Tuesday each month at 6:00pm via virtual meeting
WPENA Neighborhood Meetings take place the second Tuesday of each
month (except August) 6:30pm via virtual meeting - next meeting Sept 8.
Sign up for these ZOOM meetings on our website www.WashParkEast.org
FANS of Washington Park Meetings take place the second Wednesday of
each month at 6:00pm via virtual meeting
Meeting dates/times may change due to Covid. Please sign up at
www.washparkeast.org for meetings or to review past meeting minutes

E-NEWSLETTER

AUGUST 2020

Welcome to our Summer DIGITAL newsletter. You can also see the complete document
with all pages on our website www.washparkeast.org - Let us know what you think!
Covid-19, caused by the novel SARS-CoV-2 virus, has
caused devastating physical, psychological, emotional
and socioeconomic changes. How have the businesses
comprising the South Gaylord Business (Merchants)
Association adapted to this virus? Along with social
distancing, wearing face masks, frequent hand
sanitizing, and disposable or virtual menus,
the Business Association has addressed the
Tim McHugh President
WPENA Board
concept of outside expansion.
I have contacted Aaron Grant, president of the S. Gaylord
Business Association, who advised me that a subcommittee
consisting of 16 merchants met three times to investigate the
pros and cons of converting the 1000 block of S. Gaylord St. to
a pedestrian only area. The committee’s final recommendation
was presented to all members of the Business Association on
June 8. Many issues were considered. A major concern was the
loss of parking spaces for businesses which have a customer
base consisting of some senior citizens who drive here from
other neighborhoods, which could adversely affect their sales.
As a compromise, supported by all businesses, the concept
of “parklets” was adopted. This allowed the temporary conversion of parking spaces in front of their businesses to be
used as seating areas. I have discussed this decision with
Aaron Grant and Greg Sauber, co-owner of Wash Park Grille
and Agave Taco Bar, who was the first to initiate this change.
I was told that a number of Denver’s administrative divisions
must approve the necessary changes, which takes time, but that
Denver has been very supportive of the concept and helpful in
implementing the process. It seems that restaurants will benefit
the most from this concept. It is hoped that this innovative idea
will help all businesses on S. Gaylord St., as well as businesses
throughout Denver which have implemented similar changes.
Please consider visiting and supporting businesses on S. Gaylord
St., and other businesses in East Washington Park, helping them
remain viable.

NEWS FROM AROUND OUR CITY
Information from Councilperson Paul Kashmann

To say this summer is “a hot one” is an understatement, to be sure. The temperature
is the least of it. The two-pronged public health and economic catastrophe that is the
COVID-19 pandemic has demanded unprecedented attention from government at
all levels. Now, the continuing deaths of people of color across our nation – too
frequently at the hands of those sworn to serve and protect – has a broad-based
coalition of people from all corners of America’s communities crying out that it’s
long past time that we put policies in place so all people share equally in the
“American Dream” rather than merely putting our hands over our hearts and
pledging our belief in that promise. While much attention is being placed
on policing in America, we must also address inequities in housing, education,
employment and all other parts of our socio-economic construct.

Housing In Denver
In recent months, a trio of proposals have been put forth by our Department of
Community Planning and Development that strive to address Denver’s housing crisis
in a number of ways. It is critically important to increase the opportunities for people
in all income groups to live in our city, but I am very concerned that the roll-out has
been disjointed and short on community input. I have urged the discussion of these
programs be more cohesive and extensive. The Group Living Advisory Committee
(GLAC) has put forth a modification of their initial proposal that changes the
number of adults allowed to live in a single family home and expands the options for
locating group homes in neighborhoods around the city. Currently, our zoning code
places no cap on the number of related adults (and their children) who can live in
a home, and limits unrelated individuals to 2 adults (and their children).
•Household Size - Denver’s new plan would allow 5 adults – related or unrelated and their relatives to live in a home of 1,600sq.ft. or less, with another adult allowed
as home size increases by 200sq.ft., up to a maximum of 10 adults – and their
relatives. Denver’s building code requires that homes with 5 adults must have an integrated smoke alarm network. Homes with 11 adults or more require a sprinkler system.
•Group Living - Currently, Colorado’s Group Home statute already requires Denver
to treat a group of up to eight people that fall within one of that statute’s protected
classes (people over the age of 60 or people with behavioral or mental health disorders,
for example) as a household for the purposes of zoning and they may now situate in
neighborhoods across the city. When the GLAC proposal was first presented, it
had set the number of unrelated Denverites allowed to live together at 8. My initial
reaction was, “Eight is a big number, and I’ve got the University of Denver in
my district.” Westword newspaper reported last month that “From January 2016
through April of this year, the city’s 311 line received 580 complaints about
unrelated adults living together”. While those notifications came from throughout
the city, the greatest density of complaints focus on the University of Denver
neighborhood.” That being said, I also agree that limiting unrelated residents to
2 is too restrictive. My thoughts have been that increasing the allowable occupancy
to 4 or 5 could be a reasonable compromise if capped at that number regardless
of home size. I also have concerns that the proposed expansion of group home
locations might be an overreach as currently written. I look forward to the
discussion over the next few months. A final proposal is expected to go before the
Planning Board later this summer, and reach Council at the end of summer or
early fall. Several of us on City Council have asked Community Planning and
Development (CPD) to slow the process to give more time for the public to be
educated on, and offer comments and suggestions on the proposal. CPD has,
thus far, not been receptive to that request.
For more information and details contact: paul.kashmann@denvergov.org

PAUL KASHMANN
720-337-6666
Denver City Council, District 6

email: paul.kashmann
@denvergov.org

KASHMANN’s KORNER

Remember that Paul may be
available in the District at Pete’s
University Café on Thursday
mornings, 2345 E. Evans Ave.,
8-10a.m. Please verify this
schedule and drop to say “hello”.

This story and other neighborhood interviews are being provided by your
WPENA neighbor, Jeannette Neubeiser, Denver Homes and Properties

“I had never bought gifts before. I always wanted a store where you walk
around and when you are finished you have bought 5 or 6 things, you don’t
Aloha landlocked Coloradans! Although commonly a simple Hawaiian greeting, know why you have the 5 or 6 things, but you know you need them. So I
explorers of language, religion, and psychology describe “aloha” to mean love, love finding new designers, finding new products, creating new products,
because it’s more detailed than clothing. My eyes are too big for my store…
affection, peace, and compassion. “Aloha” also has a deeper cultural and
spiritual significance to native Hawaiians, in which the term is “used to define it’s filled with things.” And Lisa’s desire is that more stores are coming.
“I think Wish Gifts had been open for a year and a half and it was obvious
a force that holds together existence” (according to Bret Carrol (2000) in The
that the store was amazing and the space was too small…I was driving
Routledge Historical Atlas of Religion in America). During our COVID-19
around and I saw a “for rent” sign at the bank. So I called the number
global pandemic, the human force that has been holding together our
and Bonnie Brae Tavern answered...there was a fierce competition for
existence, as initially even marketed in ads, was TOGETHERNESS. And it
this space. Yet I was thinking since I grew up in Bonnie Brae, went to
is that sense of togetherness that permeates in Lisa Figlino’s (and her longSt. Vincent’s, ‘how could you not lease to someone who grew up coming
time partner Michael McGarry’s) businesses that make up the Wish brand,
to Bonnie Brae Tavern our whole lives?’ So they agreed to lease the space
coming from right here in East Wash Park.
and they were awesome. They are amazing landlords and so supportive of
After being a loyal customer over the course
us, which is awesome. And their legacy is something to look up to…there
of the last decade, and engaging in the Wish
are few multi-generational businesses that have lasted 86 plus years.”
online experience, my insight is that the force of the stores in our community
So how has it been regarding COVID-19? “When you think of what are
says every aspect I described in “aloha”. Notably, Lisa graduated from the
the things that could happen in a business, that never strikes your mind…
University of Hawaii, yet grew up here in our community and came home to
everything you do and what every person does is affected by it. It’s been
our community, to start a career that inspires the love her iconic sign states
hard on my staff and the manufacturers. So we have just been trying to do
in front of Wish Gifts, at 750 S. University: “We [heart] U Denver!”
all the things we can control and not worry about what we cannot control
and do our best in those circumstances….Being closed for 2 months is
In-person and online, the experience and relationship delivered along with
the unique and carefully selected-with-love gifts and fashion is brought to you devastating to a small business….it’s very hard to recover. I feel it would
be unusual for us to have to close again because our locations are not in
by local leaders, Lisa and her team: “we expect our team members to love
centers, and we can control better than anyone what safety measures we
what they do, work hard, and be a part of our community. We have a wide
age-range of people that work for us and I love that they all bring things to the have in our stores.”
“For me change and growth is good, pushing ourselves always forward.
business. We give them all opportunities to grow. We value what they give
that they are passionate about: whether its social media, some club that they I just believe you must have more faith than fear. Everything I do, I know
it is OK making mistakes…I learn by just putting my head down and
are in, and perhaps do some philanthropy in the store. It’s important that
everyone’s individuality shows. I grew up and worked in Great Harvest Bread figuring it out.” In addition to her faithfulness, Lisa struck me as empathetic,
quick-minded, in-the-flow for what’s next, present, grateful, and an admirer
Company…we had so much fun working there…natural and fun and our
of smart risk-takers. What does Lisa want to communicate to the
personalities came through. And we treated people like you would want
neighborhood? “Gratitude for [your] support. The difference in supporting
to be treated. There’s nothing worse than going into a store and feeling
a small business as opposed to ordering everything that you can online is
uncomfortable. Our gift store – we break stuff all the time – it’s no big
massive to the entrepreneurs you’re supporting and also to the tax situation
deal - it happens…we just want people to feel comfortable.”
in your neighborhood. Online, none of the money goes back. It’s an effort
“I would love to grow Wish Gifts. We are going online. We just started
to decide to support a shop keeper. I feel so lucky because with COVID-19,
W: wboutiquedenver.com. We just did an awesome photo shoot at the
our staff and customers have been so supportive. My hope is that people
selfie museum downtown...Being online is now a necessary component.
continue to support our business and we are so grateful. We could not
do what we do without our customers. We are so lucky because we have
And people are reaching out to me from outside of Colorado wanting
amazing customers. For me, being in the neighborhood I grew up in is
product. During the quarantine, I started curating gifts from requests from
essential.” Aloha! right here in East Wash Park.
people. So I know we have to do online. Yet my passion is brick and mortar:
awesome stores that are beautiful that have fun employees that love to
Police, Crime and Safety information & opinions provided by neighbor Joanne Asher.
create relationships with customers. And we are your go-to gift store.
CAB MEETINGS: 6 P.M.
Really that’s what I love and it’s fun to create jobs and fun to create
Tuesday, September 1
a platform within your community and it’s fun to give back. I would
Tuesday, October 6
love to create more stores in Colorado which would be a start.”
No meeting November (Elections)
How did Lisa even learn this fashion retail business out of college
Tuesday, December 1
To log onto the virtual meeting, email
where she was a political science major and yet came back and started
vips.dpd@gmail.com to get link.
working at The Gap? I have amazing parents who…have always been very
supportive” and she says did not put her in a standard mold. “I also have a
WPE CRIME:
There has been a large uptick in vehicle
very entrepreneurial grandfather. So you will see in all the stores a picture
thefts in WPE! According to District Three's
of my grandfather on a fruit truck who serviced all of these neighborhoods.
report. Auto thefts in WPE are up over 150% as
At Wish Boutique pre-COVID, you will see a basket of green apples because
that’s my homage to him and his entrepreneurial spirit. I went to the University compared to this same time period last year.
top five vehicles being stolen are:
of Hawaii, thinking I was going to be a lawyer.” Yet she “fell into retail just from The
u Honda Civic 1995-2000
a college job…I started working at Colorado Pendleton at the time in Cherry
u Honda Accord 1992-1997
Creek North. I only started working at that store because I babysat for the
u Ford F250 1999-2006
GM growing up. I had been working at The Gap yet he hired me when he
u Chevy Silverado 1996-2006 and 2020
heard I was back. Jon Spolum, who owned Pendleton, switched it to Pine
u Ford F350 1999-2006
Creek Clothing Company and I bought Pine Creek from Jon”…I closed
PLEASE lock your vehicle and garage if possible. Do not leave
Pine Creek solely because I wanted a new challenge – rebranded it, changed
any items -- including coins, change, laptops, phones, gym bags,
the colors, and opened Wish Boutique” (at the corner of Mississippi and
purses or clothing...it only takes a thief 10 SECONDS to smash
S. Gaylord)…Wish Gifts started in the old Pine Creek location which is
and grab! As of the May 2020 auto theft report, over 700
now the W store, whose customer demographic is about 19-48.
vehicles have been stolen in our District. ...contined on page 3
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...contined from page 2
		
SPEEDING: Speeding and not stopping at a
		 STOP sign is a major problem in WPE. In June,
		 a high speed driver (65 mph+) was driving
		 eastbound in the westbound lane of East
		 Louisiana at South Gaylord St. and propelled
his car -- a stolen car -- into a newly constructed
There is so much to see at the Denver Botanic Gardens
and finished garage (4 ft. up). No one was hurt.
as it is gradually re-opening to the public. Denver Botanic
The driver drove away. The car was found later with drug
Gardens’ York Street and Chatfield Farms locations are open paraphernalia inside. Now the home owner has to tear
with limited capacity and timed tickets. Working with
this garage down at her expense and replace it.
municipalities and the state, they are complying with all
DEFUNDING THE POLICE (the movement to reallocate some
guidelines and requirements related to COVID-19.
funds to social services, education and housing): District Three
BUT it is only with your cooperation as a visitor that
has worked continuously with WPE and Neighborhood Watch
they can succeed in this re-opening. Please follow
to reduce the crime wave WPE was experiencing. DPD is
the procedures outlined below.
concerned about a potential reduction in funding, which could
lengthen the response time for both 911 and non-emergency
You must purchase a ticket or make a reservation oncalls. DPD Chief Paul Pazen and Executive Director of Public
line for a specific date and time to visit. Tickets will be
Safety Murphy Robinson met with the Denver City Council in
available two weeks at a time. Tickets will not be available
June 17, 2020. Chief Pazen stated, “We still have serious
onsite. Tickets are site-specific – you must make a
crimes that take place in our city. We do need someone to
reservation for either York Street or Chatfield Farms.
arrest those people”. Quoted from Denver Post, June 18.
What you should know before your visit? Visitation has
Our taxes pay for and we need DPD to keep WPE and
limited capacity. Entry is timed in 30-minute blocks.
Denver livable and safe.

Please arrive within 30 minutes of your selected time.
Access to buildings is limited to restrooms only.
At York Street, Mordecai Children’s Garden remains
closed. The Children’s Play Area at Chatfield Farms
is also closed.Municipal requirements for masks will
be enforced. Visitors will not be allowed entry without
adequate face covering, which must be worn at all
times by adults and children over 2, except while
eating or drinking. Please practice social distancing –
staying at least six feet away from visitors not in your
party.
York Street entry is through the group gate just south
of the Bonfils-Stanton Visitor Center on York Street.
The Cheesman Gate is not available to visitors.
Chatfield Farms entry is at the ticket booth in the
gravel lot to the north of the Earl J. Sinnamon Visitor
Center. Outdoor drinking fountains are not accessible,
so please bring your own water. Wheelchair and
stroller checkout is temporarily suspended. Please
plan to bring your own.
Only the Hive Garden Bistro (York Street’s outdoor
café located by the Monet Pool) is open, with
in-person and online ordering available, but with
no deck seating. The Shop at the Gardens is open
for shopping both outdoors and indoors from
10 a.m. - 5 p.m. daily, with no more than 10 people
inside at any time. The Shop is located in the
Bonfils-Stanton Visitor Center – admission is free
to the Visitor Center. And if you’d like to shop
virtually, you’ll find a range of items from the Shop
at the Gardens available at a new online storefront.
For more details visit https://www.botanicgardens.org
Washington Park East News

GET INVOLVED WITH DPD!

Police, Crime and Safety information & opinions provided by neighbor Joanne Asher.

Washington Park Branch
Providing mortgages to Wash
Park residents for over 20 years

Derek Bamonte
Regional Vice President
(303) 861-5402
Derek@rate.com
Rate.com/Derek
724 S. Pearl Street
Denver, CO 80209

NMLS ID:223032 CO - 100017612 - Licensed • NMLS ID #2611 (Nationwide Mortgage Licensing System www.
nmlsconsumeraccess.org) • CO - Guaranteed Rate, Inc. Regulated by the Division of Real Estate, 773-290-0505
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WHICH IS THE BEST RV/CAMPER FOR YOU!

The camper van craze is in full swing, and that’s great news if you’re just starting.
There are many options out there. With so many companies offering their take
on what camping in a van should look like, ranging from bare-bones basics to DIY
projects to full-on pro conversions, there’s definitely a vehicle out there that can fit
your specific needs, budget, and personal taste. Here are the most popular camper
van options, from affordable ways to semi-roughing-it to full-on glamping.
Rooftop Tent

Aside from a sleeping bag under the stars, the simplest way to camp has always
been in a tent. Add a van to the equation, and you’re suddenly on top of the world—
or at the very least, on the roof of your van, which can provide killer views of the
natural splendor around you, decent protection from being flooded out of your
pajamas during an overnight rainstorm, and more than a fighting chance at
keeping critters out of your gear. As appealing as a flat, elevated platform
might be, there are a few downsides. For starters, it’s not appropriate for
every scenario: folks might be quick to call the cops if they saw you pitch your
rooftop tent on a less-than-remote road. Then there’s the fact that you’ll have
to climb up and down in the middle of the night if nature calls, which introduces
its own perils, especially for those with mobility issues.
Teardrop Trailer

You don’t have to actually camp in your van to camp with your van. A small teardrop
trailer towed along behind you can offer a weatherproof sleeping space that barely
puts a dent in your fuel mileage or your wallet while leaving the interior of your vehicle
free for transporting outdoor gear, food, and other supplies. You can also flip the
script and use the trailer for hauling and the inside of your van for sleeping. Either
way, it can be a relatively cheap arrangement that expands the footprint of what
you can bring along while you’re getting away from it all. Keep in mind, however,
that a trailer can make it harder to park in a city setting if you’re doing any
urban exploration as part of your travels. It’s also a target for theft, and can
restrict the types of campsites (both paid grounds and on public land) that
you have access to. You’ll also have to find somewhere to store the trailer
itself when you’re not out adventuring.
Slide-In Kit

The do-it-yourself spirit is strong in van-dom, which has led to a cottage industry
producing ‘slide-in’ kits designed to transform nearly any vehicle into a ready to
go camper. There are as many different designs out there as there are outfitters,
but they revolve around common themes: splitting vertical space between
sleeping, storage, and lounging, or adding fold-down accommodations to
accomplish the same kind of internal division. Slide-in kits are available for
both standard and tall-roof vans (or even SUVs and wagons), and are
reasonably configurable. Some even include full kitchen capability, but at that
price point you’re starting to edge closer to the next category of camper van.

HONESTY,	
  	
  QUALITY	
  	
  &	
  	
  QUICK	
  SERVICE	
  

INTERIOR	
  PLASTER	
  
(AND	
  DRYWALL)	
  REPAIR	
  
Specializing in Older Homes

Free	
   Estimates	
  

303-698-1057
www.wallrebuilder.com	
  

As might be expected, it’s not an inexpensive solution once someone
starts taking a Sawzall to the inside of your camper, although there are
affordable options out there. On the plus side, the used market is filled
with depreciated drivers being sold by van owners ready to move on to
something larger, which means bargains are out there as long as you
don’t mind dealing with someone else’s interior design tastes.
The Full Luxury Experience

For every van lover who wants to rough it, there’s another who’d prefer
toasting marshmallows from the posh leather-lined confines of an
upscale, fully-modernized rig. Enter the super-luxury segment of
Class B motorhomes, vehicles that are built on a van chassis but
brush up against their larger Class A counterparts in terms of RV
accoutrements, if not size. This is where you’ll find heavy hitters like
Airstream (the Interstate series), Winnebago (with the overland-ready
Revel), and Pleasure-Way (the Plateau series), as well as companies
that mix overlanding with luxury, like EarthRoamer. The sky is the limit
in terms of pricing these Class B van contenders (you’re looking at a
six-figure minimum outlay), which will stretch the budgets of all but
the most devoted van fans. The upside is exceptional configuration and
build quality, along with strong support should something go wrong out
on the road. The latter is not always something that’s available from the
custom conversion crowd. Whatever you decide...HAPPY TRAILS!
Sections of this story have been compiled from RV and Camping buisnesses
including Michigan’s RV and Camground website & press releases.

Professional Conversion

Want to go all the way? A professional conversion will provide you with every one of
the amenities you are looking for, and none of the ones you aren’t, without asking you
to get your hands dirty in the process. A pro van conversion also allows you to punch
up the roof either permanently or with a liftable panel, giving you headroom for walking
around inside your rig. This is a boon to anyone seeking a taller vehicle without the
added length of a large commercial cargo van. You can even find modular conversions
that are configurable based on how many people you’ll be bringing with you, and what
activities you plan to enjoy during your time at the campsite.
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This real estate snapshot has been provided by WPENA Board Member,
Leslie MacRossie - Realtor® - Lark Realty Group
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ZONING QUESTIONS....
			 Ask Zoey

Dear Zoey...

I have noticed the 5G towers
going up in our neighborhood –
they seem to be quite intrusive
and may I say ugly. I was notified
that they are going to place one
on my lawn close to the street.
We will only be separated by the
sidewalk. Do we have any rights
to say no to these cell sites?

Just say No

SHOP LOCAL Farmers Markets
Our local farmer markets will continue through
early fall...don’t miss out!
University Hills Farmers Market
Saturdays 9am-1pm
Thru October 17
Cherry Creek Fresh Market
Saturdays 8am-1pm
Thru November 14
Pearl Street Market
Sundays 9am - 1pm
Through November 15
Under Contract in 8 Days Over List Price!

Dear Just Say...
We have all seen these green poles
popping up around our neighborhood,
and yes, I agree that they are not the
prettiest addition. Technology does
have a price, as a society we are
demanding faster access to the internet.
Technically, it’s not your yard, it’s the “public
right-of-way,” an approximately ten-foot span
between the road and your property. Though
property owners are legally required to maintain
the right-of-way, it’s public land available for Denver
to install everything from utilities to sidewalks to
trees — and now, small-cell poles.
Wireless infrastructure is subject to the parameters
of Federal Communications Commission (FCC) and
State law. Colorado State House Bill 2017A_1193
and FCC regulation 18-133 enacted in early 2019
have mandated that wireless providers have the
legal right to locate Small Cell equipment in the
public rights of way of Colorado. The new State
law is specific that municipalities may not entirely
deny or discriminate against Small Cell infrastructure,
treating the equipment in the same way as other
permitted users and utilities in the right of way.
However, Denver still maintains the authority to
regulate new Small Cell equipment based on public
health, safety, and welfare, and deny or require
change to proposals that conflict with other uses
of the public right of way or are otherwise unlawful.
Yours in Zoning

871 S. GILPIN STREET
See the Tremendous
Marketing Effort, Drone & Video:
www.WashParkChalet.com

List Price: $2,890,000

I set myself apart with a proven plan and system that works…
inquire for a free interview.

Under Contract

656 S. VINE STREET
Buyer Represented

List Price: $1,899,900

Recently Sold
1865 S. Emerson St. $1,675,000
1055 S. Cove Way $925,000
2540 S. Josephine St. $1,315,000

1290 S. Jackson St. $550,000
1847 S. Logan St. $674,000
772 Marion St. (coming soon) $1,200,000

See what 70+ others have to say: CaseyMillerTestimonials.com

PROFESSIONAL ADVICE IS A GOOD INVESTMENT ™

Casey Miller

720.201.2755
casey.miller@sothebysrealty.com
CaseyMillerProperties.com

ZOEY
Washington Park East News
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THREE ESSENTIAL THINGS YOUR PLANTS
NEED TO SURVIVE COLORADO SUMMERS...
YES, YOUR PLANTS NEED SUNSCREEN, TOO
From a posting by Betty Cahill, Special to The Denver Post Jun 17, 2020

Container-growing plants may need daily watering in high
temperatures. There goes Mother Nature again: Instant
summer heat in early June. What happened to spring? Is
this normal for the Front Range? “Ha!,” say Colorado gardeners.
“Why not bring on seventy-mile-an-hour winds, too?”
Coloradans accept the weather challenges and will go forth
and garden remarkably. We want ripe tomatoes by August
and flowers aplenty on the Fourth of July picnic table.
Remarkable gardening in our climate is simple when you get
down to the most important must-dos. Plants have some of
the basic needs we have: water, sunscreen and nutrients.
Water your plants — which include lawns, vegetables, annuals
and perennials — deeply, not frequently, so roots grow down
into the soil. Shallow, daily watering keeps the roots near the
soil surface, making them a bit lazy. Early morning, coffee in
hand, is an ideal time to water. Focus the hose spray or watering can at the base of plants to avoid splashing water on
foliage, which can lead to fungal issues later in the season.
Water lawns anytime through the night and early morning.
Container-growing plants may need daily watering in high
temperatures. The smaller the container, the quicker the
soil dries out. Poke your finger down a couple of inches;
if dry, water. Or lift the container. If it’s light and liftable,
it’s dry; douse it good. Watering rules differ with droughttolerant, well-establishedperennials (many are West- and
Colorado- native plants) and can perform very well with less
water and frequency. The short list includes warm-season
lawns of buffalo grass, blue grama and dog tuff; and yarrow,
catmint, iceplant, penstemon, praire wine cup, cactus and
many more.
Well-established, drought-tolerant plants don’t mean plants
you put in last week or last month; those may need a year
or two to grow strong, deep roots.

and water from splashing up to the plant foliage.
My mulch preference for vegetables is chemical-free grass
clippings (free from mowing) and/or chopped up dry leaves
(left over from last fall). Some years, I use newspapers, two
to three thin layers or so around the plants, then cover with
clippings, chopped leaves or a mix of both. The newspaper
breaks down over the summer, adding valuable organic
matter back to the soil.
Weed-free straw works well, too, and I hear good things
about biodegradable weed fabric, which also doubles as
mulch. Be sure to renew the clippings as needed through
the growing season, avoid letting it pack down too densely
to prevent water from passing through. I am not a fan of
plastic sheeting as mulch except early in the season to
warm the beds before planting. The exception is highaltitude, short-season gardening.
Many gardeners use shredded bark or nugget mulches
for ornamental plantings and decorative pea gravel for
rock gardens, which are all good. Weed barrier fabric below
mulch is common. It works for a few months or maybe a
year; but in time weeds blow in and take aggressive hold
in the fabric, making them more difficult to remove. Plus,
adding new plants is difficult when trying to cut through
the fabric and when removed, the soil left in place is dismal,
hardpacked and lacks life.
Mulchkeeps the soil from cracking and drying out in between
watering. Weeds are kept down and soil roots are kept cooler.
Plants may need a boost of plant food nutrients in the form
of fertilizers or compost, (also called soil amendments)
through the growing season depending on the plant’s
needs for growth, bloom or fruiting. This topic is an entire
primer on its own relating to soil type (clay versus sandy),
and what the soil fertility actually is, or has become over
the years. If you are adding soil products year after year,
your soil can be out of balance. Too much, too little?
Japanese beetles are heading back to our gardens.
Here’s how to fight them off. Learning more about
your soil makeup and fertility levels will help determine
its growing potential. A soil test is recommended before
the growing season or in the fall after the growing season,
which can help with next year’s garden preparation.

Why plants are dying across the Denver metro right now
and how you can help them. Mulch is sunscreen protection
for your plants. it keeps the soil from cracking and drying out
in between watering. Weeds are kept down and soil roots are
kept cooler. Plus, a layer of mulch a couple of inches deep
prevents soil and water from splashing up to the plant foliage.
It keeps the soil from cracking and drying out in between
watering. Weeds are kept down and soil roots are kept cooler.
Plus, a layer of mulch a couple of inches deep prevents soil

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
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Barnum Dog Park - N. Julian St. between W. 4th Ave & W. 5th Ave
Berkeley Dog Park - Sheridan & West 46th
Carla Madison Dog Park - 2405 E Colfax Ave
Fuller Dog Park - Franklin & East 29th
Green Valley Ranch East Dog Park - Jebel & East 45th
Greenway Dog Park - E 22nd Ave & Syracuse Street

7. Kennedy Dog Park - Hampden & South Dayton
8. Little Box Car - Broadway & Lawrence St.
9. Lowry Dog Park - East 4th Place & South Yosemite Way
10. Parkfield Dog Park- 53rd Avenue & Chambers Road
11. Railyard Dog Park - 19th Avenue & Little Raven Street
12. Sonny Lawson Park - 24th St. & California

https://www.denvergov.org/content/denvergov/en/denver-parks-and-recreation/parks/city-parks/dog-parks.html

Washington Park East News

THANK YOU TO OUR BUSINESS
MEMBERS AND SUPPORTERS

Denver is one of those places and embraces
public art as a way to beautify the city. In fact,
1% of any capital construction project over
$1 million dollars must go towards public art;
ensuring the city’s collection of street art and
sculptures is continually expanding.
Street art has completely changed the way
we travel. Instead of seeking out historic
landmarks, whimsical millennials seek out
colorful murals and rainbow desserts to
practice their photography, promising to
garner Instagram likes and follows. Our City
has become a canvas with extensive street
art scenes in areas like RiNo and it’s something
to be seen.
To get more details on the locations of these
murals, visit: https://thedownlo.com/
uncategorized/guide-street-art-denverfind-instagrammable-murals-tips-shooting

WATCH FOR OUR NEIGHBOR EVENTS
PLEASE VISIT THESE PARTNERS AND

THANK THEM FOR THEIR CONTINUED SUPPORT

WHAT I LOVE ABOUT LIVING IN
WASHINGTON PARK!
Gander, It’s Such An Amazing
Miracle That During The Midst Of
The Kind Of Isolation, Loneliness
And Confusion Being Caused
By This Corona Virus , That
Washington Park Is Still Able To
Provide Such True Beauty, Joy
And A Safe Opportunity For
Togetherness For So Many Of
Our Human Friends To Enjoy
During This Time!

Washington Park East News
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WPENA
STREET TREE FACTS
			

NEIGHBORHOOD

Approved Street Tree List for Denver’s Public Rights-of-way
Trees in the approved list are those which, given proper
and consistent maintenance including supplemental irrigation,
proper pruning, and avoidance of chemical contaminants, will
be assets to Denver’s urban canopy. When possible, obtain
trees that have been grown from a local seed source.
Locally grown trees will be adapted to our area’s highly
variable, and often harsh, growing conditions. If locally
grown trees cannot be obtained, source from locales that
have similar growing conditions to our area (precipitation,
soil pH, high/low temperatures, etc). Moisture requirements
are based on observed species averages following root
establishment. All trees require supplemental water for
root establishment. See the complete list at:
https://www.denvergov.org/content/dam/denvergov/
Portals/747/documents/forestry/Street_tree_guide.pdf
Per Forestry Rules and Regulations, the following trees
may NOT be planted in the public right-of-way:
Any of the poplar (Populus) species including cottonwoods & aspens
Any of the willow (Salix) species
l Boxelder (Acer negundo)
l Siberian elm (Ulmus pumila)
l Weeping and pendulous trees
l Multi-stemmed trees
l
l

Trees not included on the approved street tree list
https://www.denvergov.org/content/dam/denvergov/
Portals/747/documents/forestry/Street_tree_guide.pdf
may NOT be planted in the public right-of-way (as
a street tree) without express permission from the
Office of the City Forester. If a tree is excluded, it
may be permitted on a case-by-case basis. Contact
the Office of the City Forester (720-913-0651) for
details, site inspections, and planting permits.
By Denver ordinance (§57-18), the adjoining
property owner is responsible for all aspects of
street tree care, including but not limited to; planting,
pruning, vegetative litter clean-up, and removal. A
free permit is required from the Office of the City
Forester for tree planting and removal.
Minimum Spacing Requirements
l 35’ between shade trees
l 25’ between ornamental trees
l 30’ from curb at intersections
l 20’ from street lights
l 10’ from alleys, driveways & fire hydrants
l 7’ from attached sidewalks
l 5’ from water meters

Other trees which, for various reasons, currently have a
moratorium on planting in the public right-of- way include:
Ash (Fraxinus) species
Walnut (Juglans) species
l Silver maple (Acer saccharinum)
l Autumn Blaze / Freeman maple (Acer x freemannii)
l Sunburst honeylocust (Gleditsia triacanthos inermis ‘Sunburst’)
l Bradford pear (Pyrus calleryana ‘Bradford’)
l Mulberry (Morus) species
l Russian-olive (Elaeagnus angustifolia)
l
l

l

Tree-of-heaven (Ailanthus altissima)

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR
VOLUNTEER SUPPORTERS
AND CONTRIBUTORS

WE COULD USE YOUR HELP!
Joanne Asher
Crime and Safety

Monica Brisnehan
Website Support

Glenda Cebrian
Photographer

Cameron Kruger
Zoning Committee

Biddie Labrot
Zoning

Susan Payne
INC/Zoning

WASHINGTON PARK EAST
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
Monthly association meetings are open to any WPENA
resident or business owner and are held every second
Tuesday as virtual meetings starting at 6:30 p.m.
using ZOOM. Attendance is limited by the service
provider so it’s first come, first served. Make your
reservation to join the meeting through our website
www.WashParkEast.org During this virtual meeting
you can meet our Board Members and ask about
volunteering on one of our committees.
Questions? Comments?
Email the board members at WPENAonline@gmail.com
or get more membership and neighborhood information at
www.WashParkEast.org
VIEW THIS ISSUE OR ANY OF OUR
NEWSLETTERS ON THE WEBSITE

2020
BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

Christine Franck
Communications

Leslie MacRossie

Communications/Events

Adam Meltzer
Tim McHugh
President

Lance Musselman
Secretary

William Tracy
Treasurer

