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Support your neighborhood. Join the Washington
Park East Neighborhood Association, become
a member and get involved.

Winter 2021/2022

NEIGHBORHOOD - It’s All About Connecting

December 2021

● WPENA can continue to be the hub through which we can all
join together to solve problems and build toward the future.

Thanks to all of our Wash Park East neighbors,
● We can continue to celebrate together, whether these events
businesses, nonprofits and elected officials who
are virtual, distanced, or (safely) good old-fashioned in-person
have kept our neighborhood informed and
gatherings. We are already looking forward to celebrating the
connected in 2021. Although life was more
founding of our nation at our 2022 4th of July
normal this year than last, still, it was by BECOME A MEMBER - JOIN THE
Celebration! (See page 3)
no means business as usual and we
		
BOARD OR A COMMITTEE
TODAY!
still had to work to keep ahead of
		All these benefits for $20 per household
Washington Park East Neighborhood Association (WPENA)
COVID! That said, we were able to
		
($10 for seniors)! In case we’ve so inspired,
is made up of thousands of neighbors, dozens
of local
discuss issues of concern with
businesses, nonprofits, churches, and local elected
officials.
		
you can get 2022 off to a strong start
Councilman Paul Kashmann and
All of us work together to keep Washington Park East a great
		
by renewing or joining right here:
neighborhood, but we need YOUR help! WPENA
annual dues
Police District 3 via our monthly
are $20 per household ($10 for seniors) based
on
a
calendar
		https://washparkeast.org/join-wpena/
Zoom meetings; we were able to
year and help support regular business activity, annual
learn about and discuss ballot issues
celebrations, production of our newsletters, website
maintenance, and other administrative costs.
with a variety of stakeholders; we
TWO WAYS TO PAY ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES
were still able to enjoy our second
l On-line (www.washparkeast.org)
annual Music in the ‘Hood and watch
l Send a check
rooftop movies together on Old South
The membership form is available on the website or please
Gaylord Street.
fill out the info below and send dues payable to WPENA,
Your financial support helps us make
sure we stay connected. So if you
renewed in 2021, or if you became
a member for the first time, THANK
YOU! And if you made an additional
donation to WPENA on top of your
membership (you know who you are
- and we do, too!), know that your
generosity is so very appreciated!
THANK YOU!

As we look toward the new year, we
ask you to consider continuing (or
starting!) your support for WPENA
so that we may continue to be a
force that binds us all together.
Your ongoing financial support
for WPENA ensures that:

PO Box 101331, Denver, CO 80254.

Annual dues q Resident ($20)

q Senior ($10)
Can you provide an additional contribution to support
neighborhood activities and our newsletter?
q $10
q $25
q $50
q $100
Name(s):
Address:
City:			

State:

Zip:

Phone Number(s):
Email Address:		
(used only for our monthly email blast and WPENA business)

How did you hear about WPENA? (Check all that apply)
q WPENA Newsletter q WPENA Website q NextDoor
q New Neighbor Postcard q WPENA Happy Hour
q July 4th Event q Jiminy Wicket Event
q Annual Yard Sale q Event Word of Mouth
q Other
I am interested in volunteering on a WPENA Committee :

q Website q Zoning Issues q Traffic/Transportation Issues
● We stay informed about issues that
q Newsletter q Membership q Event Volunteer
affect all of us through our website 			
q Safety & Crime Issues
and FaceBook page and through
q Other
our quarterly newsletters.

WPENA would like to thank Campus
Cycles for providing on-going, pro
bono repairs to the bicycle air pump,
which is a critical and the most
used component of the bicycle
repair station on the Loop Road
in Washington Park. FANS of
Washington Park donated the
repair stand in 2017, and have
maitained the station, but heavy
usage has caused the need for
fairly frequent and complicated
repairs, beyond the abilities of
FANS. Campus Cycles is located
at Evans and S. Washington for
all your bicycle needs.

PAUL KASHMANN
			
720-337-6666
Denver City Council,
District 6 email:
paul.kashmann
@denvergov.org

KASHMANN’s KORNER

As the year-end celebrations begin, I wish you all a happy
holiday season. Whether you mark Hanukkah (Nov. 28-Dec. 6),
Las Posadas (Dec. 16-24), Winter Solstice (Dec. 21), Soyal (Dec.
22), Christmas (Dec. 25), Boxing Day (Dec. 26), Kwanzaa (Dec.
26-Jan. 1) or any other festivity with which I have yet to become
acquainted, I wish nothing but blessings to you and your family.
And I send a special measure of good will to those who spend
the holidays without cover. Whether by choice or conditions, no
day is a good day for anyone to be unsheltered, no less a season
when so many of us are counting our blessings. Please think of
those with less as you budget your year-end spending.
Who woulda thunk that 2021, the year that we prayed would
bring relief from the twisted reality of COVID 19, would simply
be a funhouse mirror reflection of 2020? Distorted, and not at
all the look for which we’d hoped. I remember all of us counting
the days – the hours – until midnight on Dec. 31 a year ago, just
knowing the following annum would return us to some degree
of normalcy. While there has been some progress, normalcy is
still a ways down the road.
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Speaking of normalcy, in addition to the stress COVID has placed
on our physical and emotional well-being, our national political
health has been compromised by a pandemic of “I’m-rightness.”
This dangerous malady is characterized by a degree of certainty of
belief (coming from all sides) that simply does not mesh with the
innate fallibility we all possess as humans. It is critical, if we want to
bring our city, our state and our nation closer to the ideals that are
espoused in our pledges and our founding documents, that we all
step back a bit, lower our voices and listen with the same intensity
that we speak. Notice I said “listen with the same intensity that we
speak.” I’m not asking you to abandon your principles, just listen to
your neighbors’ as well. Debate the correctness of my points and
policies, but don’t suppose my motives to be evil because
we disagree. Don’t doubt my patriotism.
Don’t misunderstand. If you believe that there are groups of
people that should be deprived of the full measure of life, liberty
and the pursuit of happiness because of who they are, rather than
how they behave, I’m going to be tough to convince. But if we’re
talking approach, economics, time-lines, etc., bring it on. I believe
firmly in the promise of this country. I also believe we have yet to
fully deliver on that promise.
“Muslims, Christians, Buddhists and Jews, got their own version
of the truth. There’s a line in the sand, there’s a war goin’ on.
They forgot to remember, you might be wrong.” - Paul Thorn

Have a great season with friends and family.
Paul
Where do you go for information on city functions? Newspapers?
On-line? Websites? FaceBook? How would you prefer to receive notice
of important activities? However you communicate, let us know.
Email: District6@denvergov.org. Phone: 720-337-6666.
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WPENA Message from our Board President
Merry Christmas and happy holidays. While it may
seem early to think about the July 4 celebration in
Washington Park...it isn’t. It was necessary to
reserve the Boathouse on November 1st and to
reserve the Brass Quintet of the Denver Municipal
Band immediately thereafter. The chairpersons
of the planning committee for the previous July 4
celebrations, along with the Boards of WPENA
and WWPNA, the two organizations that cohost
the event, decided to hold the event this summer
(2022), which will be the 18th annual celebration,
following cancellations in 2020 and 2021 due
to the SARS-CoV-2 (Covid-19) pandemic.
We hope circumstances will allow the event to
occur, but realize that the status of Covid-19
and any future mutational variants may have
significant influence not only the size of the
celebration, but also the event itself. The
co-hosting Boards believe that the event has
been a very popular event with so many residents
of all ages and it fosters a spirit of community.
For this reason, they believe we should take the
chance to thank those who have attended in the
past and hope they will remember the many

neighborhood businesses who financially
supported the event, including the performers
who entertained us, the firemen who brought
their fire engine, and as in previous years the
very popular bicycle parade, followed by
ice cream.
I’m also providing this early notice because
we will need plenty of volunteers to help with
planning the event since we don’t yet know
how many previous committee members plan
to return, and perhaps more importantly to
enlist the help of neighbors on July 4. Time
restrictions require set up to begin at 7am,
with the event from 11am to 1pm, and
removal of tables, chairs, canopy tents
and clean up by 2pm, as required by DPR.
If you have interest please visit the WPENA
website washparkeast.org, and click “Events”,
for more information about previous decisions
to cancel the event in 2020 and 2021.
Please email president@wpenaonline.org
if you are interested in volunteering for our
2022 event. The more volunteers,
the less work for everyone.

Tim McHugh
President WPENA Board and FANS

Washington Park East News
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CRIME & SAFETY

2022 CAB MEETINGS
JANUARY 4, 2022
FEBRUARY 1, 2022
MARCH 1, 2022
APRIL 5, 2022

PERSONAL RECOGNIZANCE BONDS
The Denver Criminal Courts are allowing most arrested
criminals -violent and repeat offenders included- to be out
on a PRB (personal recognizance bond) until their next
court hearing. The Denver District Attorney’s Office usually
suggests a bond amount to the court with each case they
process. The Denver judges have judicial discretion when
assigning a bond to each case. CBS4 reported on October
29,2021, that most arrestees are allowed back out on
Denver’s streets with a posted bond of $0, $1 or $2 assigned
by the judge for that case. WPE residents need to be alert
when out at night and make sure property is locked up.
VEHICLE THEFT AND THEFT FROM MOTOR VEHICLES:
DPD District Three’s command staff and officers want WPE
residents to know that VT and TFMV (vehicle theft and theft
from motor vehicles) is continuing to increase. District Three
mentioned that 51% of all Vehicle Theft in the District Three
area is because owners leave their keys IN THEIR VEHICLE!
Key fobs are also a problem as many are left under floor
mats or near outside walls or doorways of a residence. A
car thief will then use a scanning device to start and steal
the vehicle. MOST of the thefts from vehicles takes place at
workout gyms. Members are seen putting items in their trunk
or trying to “hide” items in their car in the gym’s parking lot.
Thieves are on the lookout at those parking lots! And keys
are stolen from lockers. ALSO beware of thieves out at
night in the WPE neighborhoods checking door handles.
They have been seen on home video cameras sitting in
unlocked vehicles and taking any loose items.

SPEEDING IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD: WPE residents
need to support the DPD assigning tickets to drivers that are
speeding. South Franklin is posted 25 MPH and many WPE
residents and South High students are traveling at 10-40mph
above the limit! All drivers have the responsibility to drive
the speed limits to make our neighborhood, Denver and
themselves safe.

DENVER EMERGENCY CALL CENTER: The new
Denver Emergency Call Center is under the control of
Denver’s Department of Public Safety Executive Safety
Manager Murphy Robinson. DPD and DFD are no longer
responsible for staffing this service. DPD and DFD only
receive dispatch calls and locations. DPD Division Chief
Ron Thomas was asked at a recent CAB meeting why
911 callers are being put on hold! DC Ron Thomas stated
that ‘Many calls are being routed to other offices and that
Denver is experiencing a worker shortage in the rank and
file and in the call center.’ Many callers have experienced
long response times. Some emergency personnel have been
dispatched to the wrong location!..not the fault of DPD or DFD.

DPD AND DFD: MAKING A DIFFERENCE EVERY DAY
CALL 911 for CRIMES IN PROGRESS
Police information provided by Joanne Asher
www.WashParkEast.org www.spotcrime.com
www.alertcrime.com

THANKS TO OUR BUSINESS MEMBERS AND SUPPORTERS
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ZONING QUESTIONS....Ask Zoey
Dear Zoey
I think you may have already written about this,
but with winter coming (hopefully) would you
please remind everyone about clearing their
sidewalks after a snow fall. It really is hazardous
when it turns icy. I walk my dog every
day and I am afraid of slipping on
sidewalks that have not been shoveled.

Faithful dog walker
Dear Faithful
You are correct we have posted information regarding
snow removal, but I think it well worth re-posting.
I am copying the information directly from The City
and County of Denver’s website Denver requires that
property owners clear snow and ice from their sidewalks,
including adjacent ADA ramps, so that EVERYONE has
safe access throughout the city! Senior citizens, people
with disabilities, parents with strollers, and mail
carriers — just to name a few — struggle to negotiate
hazardous walkways. We need to do our part to make
our community safe and accessible for all.
Timing: After snow has stopped falling, businesses need
to begin clearing their sidewalks immediately. Residences
need to clear their sidewalks by the next day. Inspectors
leave a time-stamped notice at properties with unshoveled sidewalks. After receiving a notice, businesses
have four hours and residences have 24 hours before
the inspector’s re-check and a potential $150 fine.
Report A Problem: If it has been more than 24 hours
after a snow event and sidewalks near you are still not
shoveled, please contact Denver 311 to provide the
address of the unshoveled sidewalk.
Please remember that if you have a neighbor that
cannot shovel, please take the extra effort to be the
good neighbor.
Yours in Zoning
Zoey
Washington Park East News

SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE

Chairman Adam Meltzer, WPENA Board Member

COP26, Wash Park and the Survival of Humanity
Many of you have probably heard about COP26 that
took place in November in Glasgow, Scotland. If you
haven’t, here’s a hint, it is not a police organization.
It was one of the largest gatherings of countries
on earth with the sole purpose of addressing the
most pressing issue facing humanity today, climate
change. 141 nations discussed how they could
reduce greenhouse gases, curb coal emissions
and keep the human population from extinction.
The deal that was made by these countries is
extraordinary. It’s also a promise, which may be
fraught with emptiness and inaction. The stakes
are huge and address greenhouse gas emissions,
the end to deforestation, the phasing out of coal,
funding for the least wealthiest nations, and mechanisms to track progress through manufacturers. Big
companies are now being watched more than ever
before and are expected to limit their contributions
to climate change through eliminating “business as
usual” processes. Only time will tell whether these
commitments will be followed through.
Let’s face it, living here in the US leaves a lot of us
feeling that the government is not the solution due
to partisan fighting and extremist viewpoints. To
me, that is an invitation to use our dollar as a solution and a statement. Spend your money with companies who care and are attempting to be part of
the solution and are not exacerbating the problem.
Here are some easy ways to be part of the solution.
1. Install solar or sign up for Xcel Energy’s
renewable energy programs to get clean power.
2. Get rid of your gas vehicle, buy an electric one
or at least drive less (or carpool).
3. Bike or walk to your errands that are close by.
4. Buy local organic foods such as fruits,
vegetables and honey.
5. Eat less meat and/or transition to a plant
based diet.
6. Understand where your food and its ingredients
come from. i.e. palm oil and commercial soy, 		
both of which have contributed to major
deforestation.
7. Balance your financial portfolio by getting rid of
companies that are aligned with deforestation,
fossil fuel extraction, big ag and major polluters.
8. Compost waste through the City’s program
and reduce waste as much as possible through
purchasing choices.
9. Donate to environmental nonprofits.
				

		

continued on page 7
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This real estate snapshot has been provided by WPENA Board Member,
Leslie MacRossie - Realtor® - Lark Realty Group

RETIREMENT MAY BE CHANGING
WHAT YOU NEED IN A HOME
Home values in Washington Park East have
been steadily increasing over the last five
years as this graph shows:

According to the latest Homeowner Equity
Insights report from CoreLogic, homeowners
gained more than $50,000 in equity over
the past 12 months alone. That, plus
today’s sellers’ market, presents a great
opportunity to sell your house and address
your evolving needs.
YOU CAN MOVE CLOSER
TO THE ONES YOU LOVE

The 2021 Home Buyers and Sellers
Generational Trends report from the National
Association of Realtors (NAR) provides a look
at the reasons people buy homes. For those
reaching retirement age, the number one
reason to buy is the opportunity to be closer
to loved ones, friends, or relatives. If you find
yourself farther from your loved ones than
you’d like to be, retirement and the equity
you’ve built in your home may enable you
to move closer to the people in your life
who matter most.
YOU CAN FIND THE
RIGHT HOME FOR YOUR NEEDS

The past year and a half brought about
significant life changes for many of us. For
some, it meant entering retirement earlier
than expected. Recent data shows more people
retired this year than anticipated. According
to the Schwartz Center for Economic Policy
Analysis, 2021 saw a retirement boom:
“At least 1.7 million more older workers than
expected retired due to the pandemic recession.”
If you’ve recently retired, your home may
not fit your new lifestyle. The good news is,
you’ve likely built-up significant equity that
can fuel your next move.

Not only can your equity power a move
to a new location, but it can also help you
purchase the right size home. Lawrence
Yun, Chief Economist at NAR, says many
homebuyers 55 and older choose to downsize – or buy a smaller home – when they
make a purchase: “Clearly from the age
patterns, young people want to upsize, and
the older generation is looking to downsize. . .”
Whatever your home goals are, you definitely
have equity in your existing home to either
sell and downsize, relocate or modify your
home to fit your new lifestyle.

TRADITION

Maybe this is the year to start
a family tradition. If you haven’t
visited the Brown Palace Hotel
in Downtown Denver, go take a
look...their holiday decorations
stay up until January 23 and
while you may not be able to
get a holiday tea reservation,
you can begin planning for this
tradition next year for your family.
6

Neighbor John Bardeen
Founder Pumpkin Carving Kits
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TRASH TALK FOR 2022
Denver’s Department of Transportation
and Infrastructure has plans to switch up
its trash and recycling collection services in
2022 amid a driver shortage.
The Department of Transportation and Infrastructure, also known as DOTI, will launch
new routes to enhance its trash, recycling
and compost collection services, the department said on Wednesday morning. This
comes in the wake of challenges caused
by the pandemic, which includes fewer
available drivers. It marks the first time in 15
years DOTI has had to make a significant
routing adjustment.

COP26

continued from page 5

COP26 and the Glasgow Climate Pact is a starting point.
Promises and agreements will only work with cooperation,
action and accountability. We can mimic the promises
and agreements made in Glasgow within our own
neighborhoods and households and do all we can to
leave our world productive and healthy. I encourage
you to search for articles (from reputable sources)
online about COP26 and make an action plan to do
your share to help solve our climate crisis.

“In response to a national problem,
we’re implementing a Denver solution to
maintain the high levels of service our
customers are used to receiving,” said Adam
Phipps, executive director of DOTI. “Our
approach involves two asks: we’ll ask our
operators to drive new routes next year and
70% of our customers to set out their bins
on a different day of the week.”
According to DOTI, the changes begin Jan.
3, 2022 and include the following improvements:
l

l

l

l

Implementing denser, more compact
routes to collect the additional trash
that Denverites are setting out as work
from home trends continue
Moving to a district approach and
assigning regular staff to each district
to ensure more consistency
Efficient routing, which will result in
62,000 fewer miles driven, meaning
reductions in fuel use and greenhouse
gas emissions
Moving to a four-day — Monday through
Thursday — collection schedule instead
of a five-day collection schedule. Fridays
can be used for catchup work, illegal
dumping complaints, and holiday 		
pickups that previously pushed
collections to Saturdays

DOTI said it hopes this will make operations
more efficient and the service more reliable.
According to its records, DOTI kept a
missed pickup rate of less than 1% of total
pickups per month. However, this has
required overtime and weekend work. DOTI
has increased pay for its drivers, based on
their experience with a Commercial Driver
License.
Residents should keep an eye out for DOTI’s
newsletter in their mailboxes in December to
confirm which day of the week they should
set out their bins in 2022. You can also find
the schedule on Denver’s website here in
the new year.
Washington Park East News
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WPENA NEIGHBORHOOD INFO...
In the fall and winter, trees drop their leaves and become
dormant as they prepare for colder temperatures. However,
newly planted trees experience the greatest growth in
their root system during this time. Colorado often
experiences dry periods during winter (two or more
weeks without snow cover), which can leave roots susceptible to drying out, causing tree death or severe root
damage. Not watering throughout the winter is the largest
contributing factor to the mortality of newly planted trees.
It is best to slowly give any newly planted trees 10-15
gallons of water before putting the hose away for the
winter and to supplement with 10-15 gallons of water
during dry periods and when temperatures are above
40 degrees. Do not water when temperatures are near
or below freezing.
WATERING ROUTINE
Hopefully you’ve already set up a watering routine,
continuing to water your tree(s) until the ground freezes.
Slowly (trickle over several hours) give your newly planted
tree 10-15 gallons of water. Once complete, don’t forget to
disconnect your hose so that it doesn’t freeze.
DURING WINTER
Water your tree twice a month
with 10-15 gallons of water if the
ground isn’t frozen. This is best
done when the temperature is
around 40 degrees and at
mid-day to allow water to
soak in before the ground
freezes at night. Continue
to check the moisture level
of the root ball (the main
mass of roots directly
beneath the trunk),
especially during long
periods without snow cover.

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO
OUR CONTRIBUTING
WPE NEIGHBORS!
WE COULD USE YOUR HELP!
Joanne Asher
Crime and Safety

Glenda Cebrian
Photographer

Cameron Kruger
Zoning Committee

Biddie Labrot
Zoning

Susan Payne
INC/Zoning

Ellin Rosenthal
Membership

Winter watering is VITAL
Following spring and summer: Continue to water
the tree once a week with 10-15 gallons of water
and more when the weather is dry, windy or during
prolonged periods of drought and sunshine.
ADDITIONAL TREE CARE TIPS FOR THE WINTER
Wrap the trunk: In Colorado, young trees, especially
thin-barked trees like Honeylocust, Maple and Linden,
are susceptible to sunscald and frost cracks because
of drastic winter temperature fluctuations. To prevent
bark damage, wrap the trunks of younger trees up
to the first branches using commercial tree wrap.
A general rule of thumb is to wrap trees around
Thanksgiving and remove tree wrap around Easter.
MULCH THE BASE
Apply 2 to 4 inches of wood chips, bark or other
organic mulch near the base of the tree, but not
against it, to reduce soil evaporation, improve water
absorption and insulate against temperature extremes.
Some community recycling programs like Denver
Recycles provide wood chips free of charge.
Proper tree care during the winter months is crucial
for tree health and survival.
Following these watering
and tree care tips can help
y
our trees continue to grow
and thrive. For additional
information, read more
from the Colorado State
Forest Service on winter
tree watering.
This information is available
online at: https://beasmartash.
org/2021/11/17/caring-for-newtrees-in-winter/

WASHINGTON PARK EAST
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
Monthly association meetings are open to any WPENA
resident or business owner and are held every second
Tuesday starting at 6:45 p.m. at St. John’s Church
(corner of East Exposition and South Gilpin Streets)
in the chapel near the back parking lot area. We have
added several new members to our Board. Come meet
them at our next meeting and ask about volunteering
on one of our committees.
Questions? Comments?
Email the board members at WPENAonline@gmail.com
or read more association information on
our official WPENA website at www.WashParkEast.org
VIEW THIS ISSUE OR ANY OF OUR NEWSLETTERS
ON THE WEBSITE OR ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE

2021/2022
BOARD OF
DIRECTORS
Christine Franck
Communications

Leslie MacRossie

Communications/Events

Adam Meltzer
Tim McHugh
President

Lance Musselman
Secretary

William Tracy
Treasurer

