Denver Police Department
Community Advisory Board Meeting (CAB)
www.denvergov.org/District_3_Station
Sector One Meetings take place the first Tuesday
each month at 6:00pm via virtual meeting
WPENA Neighborhood Meetings
take place the second Tuesday of each month
6:30pm via virtual meeting - sign up online
FANS of Washington Park Meetings
take place the second Wednesday of each month
6:00pm via virtual meeting
Meeting dates/times may change due to Covid.
Please sign up at www.washparkeast.org for
meetings or to review past meeting minutes

What is WPENA membership and how you can help
This is the time of year when we really need
neighbors participation in the Wash Park East
Neighborhood Association. During this 2020
holiday season, we want to thank all of our
Wash Park East neighbors, businesses,
nonprofits and elected officials who have
worked during this challenging year to keep our
neighborhood informed and connected. Connection
has certainly been different this year but by no means has
the pandemic slowed us down! Connection happened when:
● Neighbors attended our monthly meetings on Zoom to get updates
from Councilman Paul Kashmann and Police District 3, to discuss
issues of concern and to share good news.
● Neighbors gathered (socially distant, of course) on their blocks to
enjoy live music together.
● Neighbors gathered on an Old South Gaylord Street rooftop to
watch a movie together.
● Neighbors reached out in support of their fellow neighbors.

Connection also happened whenever someone became a member
of WPENA or renewed their membership. Financial support helps
us connect with everyone of you. So if you renewed in 2020, or if
you became a member for the first time, THANK YOU! And if you
made an additional donation to WPENA on top of your membership
(you know who you are - and we do, too!), know that your generosity
is so very appreciated! THANK YOU!
As we look toward the new year, we ask you to consider continuing
(or starting!) your support for WPENA so that we may continue to
be a force that binds us all together. Your financial support for
WPENA ensures that:
● We stay informed about issues that affect all of us through our website
and FaceBook page and through our quarterly newsletters.
● WPENA can continue to be the hub through which we can all join
together to solve problems and build toward the future.
● We can continue to celebrate together, whether these events are virtual,
distanced, or (in the not too distant future) good old-fashioned in-person
gatherings.

All these benefits for $20 per household ($10 for seniors). In case
we’ve so inspired you can get 2021 off to a strong start by
renewing or joining right here, right now!
https://washparkeast.org/join-wpena

Winter 2020/2021

December 2020
MEET ELLIN ROSENTHAL...
Volunteer Membership Committee
The following is a recap of an interview
created for the WPENA website
WPENA: How long have you lived in
Washington Park East and what drew
you to this neighborhood?

Ellin: My husband and I moved here from Alexandria, VA in 1994.
We fell in love with Wash Park right away. We loved being able to
walk to the park and the shops on Old South Gaylord. We loved the
beauty of the neighborhood, the sense of community and the overall
welcoming vibe.
WPENA: How did you get involved with the Membership Committee?

Ellin: The February meeting featured Hillary Lenz, the Executive
Director of A Little Help, as the speaker. My own parents back east
could have used services like ALH offers so I went to the monthly
meeting at St. John’s church. I was so impressed that my neighborhood
association brought this kind of interesting speaker in. And I was
impressed to learn about all the work WPENA does in and for the
community. At the meeting, the Board members listed areas they
could use help with and one was membership. I had overseen the
membership with Colorado Public Radio for a number of years so
I volunteered to help WPENA reach out to the community. Having
lived in the neighborhood for over 25 years, I was ready to get involved!
WPENA: Why was this committee a good fit for you?

Ellin: I have loved the membership work I’ve done over my career.
I believe it’s vital to nourish the relationship between an organization
and the community it serves. It builds trust. It’s like the glue that holds
everyone together. Membership is a key piece of this relationship.
Members’ dues not only fuel the financial health of the organization
but also are a tangible manifestation of the health of the relationship.
WPENA: What part of your volunteer work with WPENA resonates with you?

Ellin: I really enjoy writing the thank-you notes to our new members
HAVE
YOU
CHECKED
OUR above
WEBSITE?
and acknowledging those
who
made
additionalOUT
donations
and
beyond their membership. A nice benefit has been the notes back
I have received from neighbors who appreciate the ones I’ve sent.
WPENA: What do you want to say to our community today?

Ellin: I look forward to meeting more neighbors once we are able to gather
in person again. In the meantime, please reach out so I can answer your
membership questions or perhaps I will see you next
year at one of our house concerts!
Ellin lives on South Gilpin Street with her husband, architect
Ron Faleide. Their son, whom they raised in Wash Park, is now
married and living in Scotland. They are known for hosting
wonderful house concerts for the last eleven years.

PAUL
KASHMANN
			
720-337-6666
Denver City Council,
District 6 email:
paul.kashmann
@denvergov.org

KASHMANN’s KORNER

WPENA Neighbors...as the New Year approaches, I hope you are
all staying well and surviving these strange times in good spirit.
A direct democracy has members of a community vote yea or
nay to resolve issues by which they are affected. This works
well for small to medium-size groups of people that can come
together easily and register their vote by voice, raised hand, or
other measure and have the results tabulated quickly. When
very large groups of people come together in community,
they often decide it unwieldy to gather to decide the many
issues - important or mundane - that arise in the day-to-day
management of their community, and select a smaller
group of representatives to make decisions in their stead.
This representative democracy is best facilitated by a robust
information flow through which the governing entity lets its
constituents know what is happening in their town – laws,
licenses, zoning, policies, etc. - and, in turn, the constituents let
the government know how they feel about those happenings.
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In the 1970s, Denver formalized a network of Registered
Neighborhood Groups to assist in serving that purpose. RNOs
were charged to receive notice of city activities, pass that
information on to residents and businesses in their area, then
gather responses from their members and relay that information
back to the city. In the course of fulfilling that mission, creation of
community spirit often came as an added benefit.
While called on to be a critical part of the information exchange,
the RNOs received no financial support from the city and little or
no training on city policies and procedures, citizen engagement,
how to run a successful meeting and other relevant topics. While
some groups have functioned well over the years by their own
devices, others have been short on dollars and expertise, and
have struggled to hold up their end of the “bargain”.
Delayed by pandemic-and budget-related focus, shortly after the
November 3rd final day of voting, we will send out a survey to
Denver’s Registered Neighborhood Associations, asking their
thoughts on a variety of issues related to their role in information
exchange/community building. At the same time, I am working
with the city’s IT department on other options to inform. When
the RNO ordinance was passed, print newsletters and flyers were
the media of choice for resident notification. In the year 2020
technology presents numerous other options to supplement
the role that was heaped unfairly on the shoulders of unpaid,
volunteer-driven RNOs.
Where do you go for information on city functions? Newspapers?
On-line? Websites? FaceBook? How would you prefer to receive
notice of important activities? However you communicate, let us know.

Email: District6@denvergov.org. Phone: 720-337-6666.

Washington Park East News

eIn September, WPENA held its first ever rolling
e neighborhood concert featuring Richie Castro’s e
Park and Strum Troubadour Show. The band
e
stopped at several locations throughout the

ROLLING NEIGHBORHOOD CONCERT

WPENA Message from our Board President
While the technically correct medical name is severe acute respiratory
syndrome coronavirus-2 (SARS-CoV-2), most of us call the highly
contagious virus Covid-19. This virus, originating in Wuhan, China,
has caused illness and death unheard of since the H1N1 influenza
pandemic in 1918-1919.
This virus has also adversely affected our social behavior, and caused
the closure or significant curtailment of many small businesses resulting
in very high unemployment. Many long-standing events have either been
canceled or significantly altered, including this past summer’s July 4th
celebration at the Boathouse in Washington Park.

neighborhood. Thanks to all who came out for a
much needed break in the middle of the pandemic!
We hope you enjoy this glimpse of what a wonderful
neighborhood we live in.

Unfortunately, the Board of Directors of WPENA have reluctantly
decided not to host a 2021 July 4th celebration. The Board came to
this decision after careful consideration of the following factors
and questions:
1.The nature of the event is highly conducive to transmission 			
		 of infectious diseases, with between 1000 - 1200 participants 			
		 of all ages, closely interacting in a relatively small space,
		 even though the event is outside.
2.The status of the virus is and will probably be unpredictable, 			
		 including re-infection potential, and possible viral mutation.
3. Vaccine status — will safe and effective vaccine(s) be 				
		 available and received by enough people to achieve
		 “herd immunity” by this summer. The current thinking is
		 that 70% of the population will either have to have been
		 proven to have had Covid-19, or have received an effective 			
		 vaccine to result in “herd immunity”, which is the most 				 WWW.WASHPARKEAST.ORG
effective way to stop the progression of this virus.
4. Will masks, social distancing and hand sanitizing still
		 be necessary this summer. If so, how will WPENA
		 enable/enforce these measures.
5. The event relies on the generosity of our sponsors,
		 essentially all of whom are small businesses in East
		 and West Washington Park. Will those small businesses
		 which are still viable be able to afford to support a
		 non-essential event, while paying employees and overhead.

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 2020
RENEW OR JOIN TODAY

While the Board of WPENA is disappointed to have to
cancel the July 4th celebration again in 2021, we feel it is
the most responsible decision.
If there are any changes to this decision or other activities
taking place in the WPENA, we will reach out to neighbors
through our website, email communications and
NextDoor postings.
Tim McHugh President
WPENA Board
and FANS

Washington Park East News
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THANK YOU TO OUR BUSINESS
MEMBERS AND SUPPORTERS

CRIME & SAFETY

All CAB meetings are virtual until further
notice. To attend a virtual meeting, supply
an email address to vips.dpd@gmail.com
to get the link. Upcoming meetings include:
JAN. 5 @ 6 p.m. FEB. 2 @ 6 p.m.
MARCH 2 @ 6 p.m. APRIL 6 @ 6 p.m.
COVID CRIME: Crime is still happening during COVID.
District Three is reporting that vehicle theft is way up!
1300 vehicle theft reports from Jan. 1-Aug. 30, 2020.
		 Top FIVE stolen vehicles:
		 * Chevy Silverado: 1988-2007
		 * Honda Accord: 1990-1997
		 * Honda Civic: 1992-2002
		 * Ford F-350: 1999-2007
		 * Ford F-250: 1999-2006
Vehicle owners are still leaving ignition keys /fobs under
car mats and in fender wells! DO NOT do this! Please use
your garage to park your vehicle. If the vehicle is on the
street, lock it up AND remove ALL visible items and money!
BICYCLE THEFT: Bicycles are also being stolen at a high rate.
Please register your bike: Go to https://denvergov.org/police
and find the “Bicycle Registration” link lower right side.
DPD will not return any stolen bicycle they find unless the
owner can prove ownership with a receipt of purchase,
a photo, and a photo of the owner with the bicycle.
DOOR TO DOOR SALES: All solicitors must have a permit
from Denver on a lanyard on their person as they ring the
doorbell. Anyone that rings the doorbell is a solicitor, that includes those selling food items and asking for donations. All
sales must end at dusk as per Denver City & County code.
ALLEYS: They are a wealth of information! Flat screen
TV, Amazon, UPS, FedEx boxes reveal a lot of information.
Please remove all name/address labels and break
boxes down and dispose of them in your recycle bin!

DPD AND DFD: MAKING A DIFFERENCE EVERY DAY
IMPORTANT NUMBERS

POLICE DISPATCH 720-913-2000 for NON-EMERGENCY CALLS
CALL 911 for CRIMES IN PROGRESS
NextDoor is only for awareness, You need to report REPORT CRIMES to DPD.

Police information provided by Joanne Asher
www.WashParkEast.org www.spotcrime.com www.alertcrime.com
Neighborhood Watch
Sign up as a Neighborhood Block Captain at darcibarlow1@gmail.com
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SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE - Chairman Adam Meltzer, WPENA Board Member

Everyone appreciates clean air, clean water,
access to parks, access to bike lanes that run
all over the city, and habitats that support
birds, bees and butterflies. It’s time that
WPENA had a Sustainability Committee and
I am excited to be starting one. I invite anyone
that is interested to join the committee to tackle
issues that are important to our beautiful Wash
Park neighborhood.
Here is a sample of some of the issues I would
like to start off with:
1. Increase residential composting rates 			
		 through Denver Recycles
2. Encourage neighbors to create ecosystems 		
		 in their backyards that are life sustaining
		 for birds, bees and butterflies. This can
		 be done through the National Wildlife
		 Federation Certified Backyard Habitat
		 program. I would like to incentivize
		 participation with grants or discounts
		 through local retail stores.

ZONING QUESTIONS....Ask Zoey

Dear Zoey
We just moved into a brand-new house in the
neighborhood. There is so much construction on
the block that we cannot find a place to park in
front of our house (we have 2 toddlers). Isn’t there
a rule for how many
vehicles one house
can have? Is there a
limit to the number
of construction
vehicles that are
allowed?
Frustrated Mom
Washington Park East News

3.
		
4.
		

Reduce landfill waste caused by residential 		
construction, schools and local events
Examine and address local water Issues in 		
terms of quality and efficiency

These are just some of the suggested issues.
I would love to hear some of your ideas and
what is important to you around neighborhood
sustainability. Our first meeting will be mid to
late January via Zoom. If you are interested in
joining this new WPENA committee, and starting
off your new year with a positive commitment
to our environment, you can reach out to me
through the WPENA website contact page
https://washparkeast.org/contact/
I look forward to hearing from you.

Adam

Dear Frustrated
First of all, welcome to the neighborhood. I agree
that construction can be difficult to live thru, but
please try to remember that your neighbors had
to deal with the construction of your new home.
As far as the construction parking, there are no
restrictions for parking on the street as our streets
are public. However there are regulations as to
the length of time a vehicle may be parked on
the street . “It shall be unlawful for any owner or
operator of a vehicle to leave that vehicle parked in
the same place on a public street continuously for
a period in excess of seventy-two (72) hours”.
Denver households are allowed one vehicle per
licensed driver, plus one extra vehicle. For example,
a household consisting of three licensed drivers
may have up to four vehicles at the residence.
Additional cars would be considered in
violation of the code.
Yours in Zoning
Zoey
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How are some of our local businesses
coping and striving in this pandemic?

They also have a huge 11-foot
tree in their shop displaying
handmade ornaments for sale
as well as unique gifts “including
homemade jams, pickles, and
specialty floral arrangements.
We keep our bakery as
festive as possible.”
Kevin, co-owner, Max Gill and Grill
To place orders:
www.maxgillandgrill.com
“Our biggest support is for our staff
to be here safely and make sure
they can work through the holidays. So, we have expanded
our hours to: Thursday, Friday, and Saturday 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.
and otherwise 4-8 p.m. every day. We are expanding our
back patio to create more outdoor space. And we are also
featuring Elevations Vodka (with a large selection on display)
and décor and promotions from Silk Road.
Silk Road is also featuring some of our promotions. We
have space available and we are open if it works safely
to showcase other businesses, such as our Christmas tree
from the Modern Christmas Tree company (which was
featured on “Shark Tank”.) This is a time to take some
chances and everything we do will help us down the road.”
Heinz Schafer, owner, Heinz Salon
To book an appointment: 303.777.7447
Despite not having as many clients come from Aspen
and other beautiful out-of-town locations, “coming into
our salon is safe and remains a world-class experience.
With expanded hours starting at 8:00 a.m. and after 6 by
appointment, 3-4 people can work here at a time because
we can only have 25% of our workers here. We clean after
our clients with alcohol and do extra cleaning.”

Fellow neighbor and REALTOR® Jeannette Neubeiser
(Keller Williams Realty Downtown) asked some of our past
interviewees and new co-owner of Bonnie Brae Liquor and
the manager of Devil’s Food Bakery. The common theme
to staying strong and serving our community, Jeannette
discovered, is: “we get creative and strive TOGETHER”.
Bruce Gallagher, co-owner, Bonnie Brae Liquor
To place orders: www.bonniebraeliquor.com
Under new ownership since February, Bruce Gallagher,
co-owner and President, is partnering with our community
to expand not only his business but the businesses and
well-being of others on their website and in their shop.
Additionally, through rebate and sponsorship programs,
the store gives back to schools as well as charitable and
non-profit organizations like Steele, Good Shepherd, and
kids’ sports teams. The store is thriving, especially with our
neighbors drinking at home more of the percentage of
alcohol they drink and shopping from home more, including
for gift and comfort food items like cheese boards and
Bonnie Brae Ice Cream (yes, you read that right).
Bonnie Brae liquor has improved its delivery system, currently
making about 120 deliveries a day from 9 a.m.-10 p.m.
When you come to the store, the experience and connection
is what matters most to this owner and operator. “The beautiful
thing about this neighborhood …if you give one person
great service, our business will keep growing because
supporting the community and taking time to be a part of
it is what we are about…We have revamped our inventory
and supplies and lowered our pricing too …We want to
celebrate, mourn, and experience life with you…we are
here to provide hospitality and customer service.” The owners
will be remodeling the 1950’s grocery-store style to be
experiential, creating an atmosphere for personal connection
that pair with their recommendations from the staff, which
include a sommelier and a craft brew expert.
AN IDEA FOR DRESSING UP
Ken Simon, co-owner, Bonnie Brae Ice Cream
YOUR OUTDOOR PLANTERS
To place orders: www.bonniebraeicecream.com
“At this point, we switched to window service only. We made
Maybe it’s time to give your outdoor pots a makeover. A
3 windows and we took out panes of glass and used the door
neighbor has been creating “Pot Toppers” which are made
and created a very safe environment between staff and
as a separate piece that is built on a metal or rubber base and
customers. It has worked out very well…We have the outside
designed to sit into the top of your outdoor pots when
spaced out. We do have Bonnie Brae Liquor delivering
everything dies off. This is a fun project for you and/or the
quarts and pints. So, if you order on their site, there is a
whole family to work on.
freezer there stocked.”
Supplies can be found at garden centers,
Jacob Brooks, Manager,
Hobby Lobby, Michaels, Joann and other
Devil’s Food Bakery
craft retailers. The piece can be artfully
To place orders (including at The
put together using pipe cleaners and
Cookery at Myrtle Hill),
floral wire to attach artificial greens, pine
call 303.777.9555.
cones, accent picks and garland.
Having made over 700 pies in November,
You can even add fresh pine branches
including over 450 for Thanksgiving,
for the smell. The topper can be removed
Devil’s Food Bakery is poised to make as
in the spring and stored away until next fall.
many holiday cookies with special box orders,
Neighbor John Bardeen
This is a fun project to do over the holidays and
Founder Pumpkin Car
pies, and cakes as they can this Christmas.

POT TOPPERS

it brings your pots back to life when they are looking sad!
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History of the Wash Park Bungalow
As we have been spending
more time close to home this
last year, walking through the
neighborhood can be a nice
outdoor respite where one
can marvel at the different
architectural styles throughout
the Wash Park East community.
Our neighborhood is rich in
history and one prominent area
can be found in the many bungalows that still line the streets.
Have you asked yourself why this was the popular style in our
neighborhood? Or what is the difference between a bungalow
and a craftsman home?

and made with solid materials while offering a welcoming
porch for visiting. This style was a good fit for our growing
community. Although the traditional bungalow sized at
1,000-2,000 square feet with two-three bedrooms is
functionally obsolete for today’s living, this style continues
to be popular in our community, as data shows that
40 bungalows were bought in 2018 and 79 bought in 2019.
Many of the new homes being constructed still embrace some
of the Craftsman features such as the covered porch, allowing
us to socialize with our friends and neighbors outside, clearly
a nice choice of style for our neighborhood.
This history of the Wash Park Bungalow and real estate
snapshot has been provided by WPENA Board Member,
Leslie MacRossie - Realtor® - Lark Realty Group

The bungalow form originated in South
Asia and was designed to protect the
homes from the hot sun by incorporating
a wide roof to keep the porch and home
shaded. The structure is normally one to
one and a half stories tall with welcoming
front porches and roof overhangs held up
by visible beams and rafters. These homes
gained popularity in California in the early
1900s then the trend moved across the
country allowing many of the workingclass a chance at home-ownership, based
on the style being small and inexpensive.
The architectural style of our bungalows
is called “Craftsman”, also known as the
American Craftsman, which originated from
the American Arts and Crafts Movement
towards the end of the 19th century.
Gustav Stickley, the founder, and editor
of The Craftsman magazine helped spread
the style across the country because his
publication sold blueprints for homes that
were designed in the Arts and Crafts style.
Those features include: Low pitched roofs,
wide eaves, covered front porch, tapered
porch columns, distinct fireplaces and
window seats and nooks.
The Wash Park East neighborhood grew
substantially from 1920-1930 and was a
blend of both white collar and blue collar
neighbors. The Craftsman Bungalow was
thought to be small, sweet, uncomplicated
Washington Park East News
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NEIGHBORHOOD TRIVIA...

If you and your family are looking for
the BEST bookstore in town, check out
BOOKIES!
It all started in a basement...Over 45
years ago, owner, Sue Lubeck, decided
the children of Denver needed a magical
bookstore. She filled her home basement
with children's books and opened her
doors. Soon, the books were joined by
teaching resources and they all spilled
into the hallway, then the living room,
and into the bedrooms!
After 10 years, the
books and teaching
supplies burst out of
the basement and into
a bookstore, where
they invited a few new
friends to join them, like adult books,
toys and games. We'd say they all lived
happily ever after, but that would be cliché.
(Although they are living happily ever
after, of course)

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR
VOLUNTEER SUPPORTERS
AND CONTRIBUTORS

AN AMAZING BOOKSTORE FOR THE FAMILY
The Bookies Bookstore really is that magical
place that Sue envisioned. Community
focused and it continues to be independentlyowned by Sue, It has remained a haven for
book-lovers of all ages. If they don’t have
something (sometimes that happens), they
will find it for you!
Many of the staff are Denver teachers,
teacher mentors, and tutors who know the
latest trends and requirements in education
today. They are a major supplier of books,
classroom sets, educational resources, and
professional development materials to
Colorado school districts, as well as
neighboring states. It’s obvious Bookies
loves what they do, and as a part of our
“neighborhood”, we want them to continue
doing it—for you. They are more than
booksellers. They are readers too! Every
member of the staff is a walking library
and they are always ready to share their
recommendations and knowledge. They
carry books and gift ideas for READERS
of all ages, See why this is one of the
BEST BOOKSTORES in the City!

WASHINGTON PARK EAST
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

Susan Payne

Monthly association meetings are open to any WPENA
resident or business owner and are held VIRTUALLY on
Zoom every second Tuesday starting at 6:30 p.m.
Please sign up on our website www.washparkeast.org to
participate in these Zoom meetings so we can send you
a link invitation. Our Board is very interested in your
comments and suggestions. Please join us on Zoom,
listen in and participate in our meetings...we hope you
might consider volunteering on one of our committees.
Questions? Comments?
Email the board members at WPENAonline@gmail.com or
read more association information on
our official WPENA website at www.WashParkEast.org

Membership

VIEW THIS ISSUE OR ANY OF OUR NEWSLETTERS
ON THE WEBSITE OR ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE.

WE COULD USE YOUR HELP!
Joanne Asher
Crime and Safety

Glenda Cebrian
Photographer

Cameron Kruger
Zoning Committee

Biddie Labrot
Zoning

INC/Zoning

Ellin Rosenthal

2020 WPENA

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Christine Franck
Communications

Leslie MacRossie
Events Chair

Adam Meltzer

Sustainability Committee Chair

Tim McHugh
President

Lance Musselman
Secretary

William Tracy
Treasurer

