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Support your neighborhood. Join the Washington
Park East Neighborhood Association, become
a member and get involved.

NEIGHBORHOOD EVENTS

Denver Police Department
Citizens Advisory Board Meeting (CAB)

www.denvergov.org/District_3_Station
Sector One Meetings take place the first
Tuesday each month at District 3 Police Station
1625 South University

Tuesday, January 3 at 6 p.m.
Tuesday, February 7 at 6 p.m.
Tuesday, March 7 at 6 p.m.
WPENA Meeting

Meetings take place at
St. John’s Lutheran Church
700 South Franklin
All meetings start at 6:45

Tuesday, December 13 - No Meeting
Tuesday, January 10 at 6:45 p.m.
Beth Vogelsang - O.V. Consulting
Update on plans to renovate/update
the light rail stations at University and
Colorado Blvd.

Washington Park East
Neighborhood Association
Membership Drive

Winter 2016/2017
Vol. 41 No. 4

Wow, this year went quickly! And we have
LOTS of new neighbors. Help us spread
the word about our Washington Park
East Neighborhood Association and help
support our programs with your MEMBERSHIP. This is our end-of-year Membership Drive.
It’s time to renew yours...or join if you’re not yet a member!
WPENA fosters a spirit of community, provides a forum
for discussion of issues and works to enhance the
character and value of our neighborhood and our
quality of life. With membership at only $20 per year
per household ($10 for senior households) your
participation strengthens our neighborhood
association and makes Washington Park East
a better place to live.
WPENA activities include monthly meetings,
quarterly newsletters and email blasts with activities,
neighborhood news and crime and safety information,
maintenance of our WPENA website and Facebook page,
review of zoning issues with results reported to the
Board of Adjustments, quarterly Happy Hours in the
neighborhood and our popular NEIGHBORHOOD NIGHT OUT
where you get the chance to mingle with other neighbors.

We will also post information on the Jiminy Wicket 		
Croquet in the spring, the Fourth of July Celebration
in Washington Park and our neighborhood-wide
  yard sale the first Saturday in August. WPENA
partners with our neighborhood schools,
Steele Elementary and South High and participates
in the Inter-Neighborhood Cooperation, whose
mission is to advocate for Denver citizens by bringing
together, informing and empowering Denver neighborhood
organizations to actively engage in addressing City issues.
And, we NEED NEW BOARD MEMBERS. Consider becoming
a member of our Board. Your commitment can be as little as
one meeting a month, or active participation on any of our
committees and involvement with City services including the
City’s Community, Planning and Development (Zoning), local
Police meetings, Neighborhood Activities, Membership and
interaction with other Neighborhood Organizations. If you
want to be more involved, email your interest to our board
at WPENAonline@gmail.com.
Please use the enclosed envelope to send your annual
membership fee. We appreciate your financial
support & participation!
Annual renewals and
new memberships are
requested by December 31

Tuesday, February 14 at 6:45 p.m.

Speaker to be announced via NextDoor

Members and non-members welcome
Presentations start promptly at 6:45pm

FANS of Washington Park Meeting

Meetings take place at Washington Park
Dos Chappell Bath House. (Volunteers for
Outdoor Colorado building)
600 South Marion Parkway

Wednesday, January 11 at 6 p.m.
Wednesday February 15 at 6 p.m.
BECOME A MEMBER OF OUR NEIGHBORHOOD
ASSOCIATION AND CONSIDER JOINING OUR
BOARD OR ONE OF OUR COMMITTEES

Follow us & Like us on Facebook

@WPENADenver

www.WPENAonline.org

This year brought hundreds
		
of Trick or Treaters!

If the bond package proposed surpasses that amount, a tax
increase would be required to make the bond issue feasible.
While the six-year CIP list will inform the bond package, citizen
input is being collected to gain the pulse of community concerns.
What will you be willing to have your tax dollars pay for?
Contact my office for a schedule of events to discuss this issue.

KASHMANN’s KORNER
Many committees continue their work on a series
of planning initiatives that will guide Denver’s
development in terms of land-use policy, recreation
and mobility for decades into the future.
DenveRight is the brand under which this effort
is taking place. While large, Denver’s $1.4 billion
annual budget is quickly absorbed paying for
salaries (from permit desk personnel to City
Council, to police and firefighters), maintenance
of city infrastructure (roads, buildings), distribution
of services and small to mid-level construction.

Our District 6 is home to a remarkably diverse student
population of immigrant and refugee children from around
the world that brings a richness of culture that enhances the
neighborhoods in which we live. Together, students at our
local institutions represent some 60+ countries, speaking a
similar number of unique languages and dialects. The
disturbing discourse of the recent presidential election has
unleashed a flurry of abusive behavior directed toward this
valued segment of our community. At our November 21
meeting, Council passed a proclamation affirming our
support of civil rights for all members of our community.

Following is a statement from South High School Principal
Jennifer Hanson, detailing the reality of how the current climate
is affecting her student body. “As a school leader, one always
has the safety of one’s students as top of mind. The intensity
of that role took on a whole new context on Tuesday, Nov 8.
As one of the most diverse schools in the state, South High
School welcomes students from more than 60 countries.
Unfortunately, many larger scale construction
Our student body of 1,600 has 73% students of color,
projects go wanting and millions of dollars in critical
42% of students learn English as an additional language
maintenance must be deferred to some future time.
and 63% of our student body receives free and reduced
As a result, Denver currently has more than $1 billion lunch. South embraces all students and encourages them
of unmet needs on its six-year Capital Improvements to honor their native culture, language and beliefs.
Project roster – recreation centers, libraries, drainage We support students to be confident in who they are as
projects and a variety of deferred maintenance items, people regardless of their national origin, language, religion,
culture, ethnicity,sexual orientation/identity, race or class.
etc. In order to address these unmet needs, in
As a result of this deeply rooted belief in our differences
November of next year the City will ask voters to
as our strength, South is a place where the balance of
approve a general obligation bond package.
such diversity brings us openness, exploration and a
Our last such program was the $550 million Better
global environment in the middle of Washington Park
Denver Bond Program voters approved in 2007
neighborhoods. Through this intense time, none of these
that funded more than 380 needed maintenance,
issues have come from our own students; it was instead
renovation and construction projects. New libraries adults in the Denver community. We met with RTD and
were built in west Denver, Green Valley Ranch and
they have placed undercover security guards on the bus
Stapleton; essential renovations were completed
lines most of our students ride. In a climate of uncertainty,
at six fire stations as well as construction of a
South will never be a place where hate is tolerated or
new station in Lowry; renovations improved citynormalized; we will continue to embrace our students and
place their safety as our priority. I urge the city of Denver
sponsored child care facilities across the city; and
to take these incidents seriously and issue a social justice
a new Denver Animal Shelter. These were but a
proclamation as we continue to work together for the
part of the improvements completed by the
amazing students who hold our future so dear.”
Better Denver Bonds.
As previous bond issues have been paid off, Denver
is able to issue new bonds in the neighborhood of
$500-$600 million without a need to raise taxes
on Denver property owners.

As the season of celebration unfolds let us all dig
a little deeper into the well of compassion and
be the best community of people that we can be.

Remember that Paul will be in the District at Pete’s University Café every
Thursday morning, 2345 E. Evans Ave., 8-10a.m. Please drop by and say “hello”.
PAUL KASHMANN					
720-337-6666
Denver City Council, District 6
email: paul.kashmann@denvergov.org
PARTICIPATE IN A LOCAL SUSTAINABLE NEIGHBORHOOD PROGRAM

For anyone interested in participating in The Sustainable Neighborhoods Program,
visit sustainableneighborhoodsdenver@denvergov.org for more information.
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150th Anniversary
of the City Ditch

As you walk around the park on the loop
road, you cross two bridges that pass over
City Ditch. Have you ever wondered where
the water comes from and where it goes?
The City ditch
started as a
project to
provide water
to farms in the
Denver area.
John W. Smith, a Denver
businessman after whom
Smith Lake in Washington Park
is named, took over an earlier
failed attempt to complete a
functioning ditch and was able
to complete the project, which
ran from the South Platte near
Littleton to Brown’s Bluff (now
known as Capitol Hill). Along the
way, it ran through a shallow
depression in the landscape,
which became storage for water
in the summer and ice in the
winter. That shallow depression
is now Smith Lake, near the north
end of Washington Park (with the Boathouse).
When first completed, The City of Denver
leased Smith’s Lake for an annual fee of
$2,500, and finally purchased the canal
in 1882. From Brown’s Bluff, small ditches
were dug that took water from the City Ditch
to downtown, with miles of narrow waterways
running along the edges of the streets.
These enabled trees and plants to thrive in
early Denver, as well as being a ready source
of hydration for animals and people.
Unfortunately, they also contributed to
health problems and were difficult to
police, and began being filled in during
the early and mid 1880’s. By 1935 the
ditch was no longer an open canal, except
for Washington Park and a few other areas.
In addition to providing the water to our park
it also supplies the lake in City Park, area
farms and Denver Country Club’s golf course.
Happy Birthday, City Ditch!
Ref. “South Denver Saga”, 1991, Phil Goodstein.
“Denver In Slices”, 1959, Louisa Ward Arps.
Photos by L. Musselman
Washington Park East News

A SWEET DILEMMA

The Great Candy Run/Race is an annual
fund raiser for the Fetal Health Foundation,
a Colorado non-profit founded by Mr. Lonnie
Somers, who is also the Run director.

The twelve previous Runs have been held entirely within Washington Park.
The most recent Run on November 6 caused closures of a number
of streets - Louisiana from S. Franklin to Downing, Downing from
Louisiana to Kentucky, S. Franklin from Tennessee to Arizona,
S. Gilpin from Tennessee to Louisiana, Tennessee, Mississippi and
Arizona from S. Gilpin to S. Franklin.
Of even greater significance was the
decision, for the first time, to begin
and end the Run in the South High
School parking lot. This caused
significant parking conflicts with
this year’s Denver Leaf Drop, which
uses the parking lot, and a football game in All-City Stadium, since the
two events competed for parking in All-City Stadium parking lot.

I spoke with Mr. Somers, who informed me that the number of registrants
has increased every year. This year about 6600 people registered and an
estimated 2500 supporters were present. He is considering capping the
number of registrants at 7000. The number of people involved this year led
to the decision to use South High parking lot to start and end the
run and for post-run events.

The organizers felt that the chaos resulting from so many supporters
trying to find the participants in the park would be ameliorated by the larger area of the parking lot. The loss of parking in South High parking lot and
the competition for parking in All-City Stadium parking lot led
to excessive parking on both sides of most streets in East Washington Park.
This caused delays and somewhat hazardous driving conditions in the
neighborhood, since our streets are not wide enough to allow safe
2- way traffic with vehicles parked tightly on both sides of the streets.
I think we must strongly consider the possibility that the
Great Candy Run has simply outgrown Washington Park.
I don’t see any solution to the parking problems unless the
Run date is changed to avoid conflicts with Denver
Leaf Drop and November weekend football
games in All-City Stadium.

Even if these conflicts can be resolved, excessive street
Tim McHugh President
parking will persist, with resultant traffic problems.
WPENA Board
Please let our Board know if you would like to be a part
of the conversations surrounding future Great Candy Run events
in our neighborhood. Please look for our SURVEY regarding this issue.

BECOME A MEMBER - JOIN THE
BOARD OR A COMMITTEE TODAY!
Washington Park East Neighborhood Association (WPENA)
is made up of thousands of neighbors, dozens of local
businesses, nonprofits, churches, and local elected officials.
All of us work together to keep Washington Park East a great
neighborhood, but we need YOUR help! WPENA annual dues
are $20 per household ($10 for seniors) based on a calendar
year and help support regular business activity, annual
celebrations, production of our newsletters, website
maintenance, and other administrative costs. To support
your neighborhood organization, please fill out the
info below and send dues payable to WPENA,
PO Box 101331, Denver, CO 80254 or pay online
at www.WPENAonline.org

Annual dues

q Resident ($20)

q Senior ($10)

An additional contribution to support neighborhood activities
and our newsletter
q $10
q $25
q $50
q $100
Name(s):
Address:
City:			

State:

Zip:

Phone Number(s):

Email Address:						
(used only for our monthly email blast and WPENA business)

Participation
I am interested in volunteering on a WPENA Committee :
q
q
q
q
q
q
q

website
zoning issues
traffic/transportation issues
newsletter
membership
event volunteer (4th of July/yard sale)
safety & crime issues q other

Comments/Suggestions:

Have you signed up yet?

If you haven’t signed up yet, take a look at this great resources where
neighbors communicate about local events, recommended resources,
ask questions about neighborhood services and lots of other information.
Our WPENA Board is also using NextDoor to communicate with neighbors.
For more information go to NEXTDOOR.COM, provide your address and
find and connect with your neighborhood.
Washington Park East News

SUBSCRIBE NOW TO OUR MONTHLY EMAILS
Stay up to date on the happenings in Washington Park
East and surrounding neighborhoods. Also receive
exclusive deals from sponsor businesses in the area.

www.wpenaonline.org or
http://www.wpenaonline.org/communications.html

3

Welcome New Neighbors

If you are new to the neighborhood, we invite you to
attend one of our monthly Board meetings to meet other
neighbors and ask any questions you might have about
things to do, places to see and updates on City programs
and events. Welcome...glad to have you here!
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CRIME & SAFETY

			

Police information provided by Joanne Asher WPENA Crime & Safety Chairman
						Contact:
www.WPENAonline.org www.spotcrime.com www.alertcrime.com/Neighborhood Watch
The Denver Police Department’s
						
Sign up as a Neighborhood Block Captain at darcibarlow1@gmail.com
TRAFFIC UNIT wants WPE residents

to know that the number of
accidents is UP and they
continue to go UP! This
includes vehicle to vehicle,
vehicle to pedestrian and vehicle
to bicycle. If you don’t know, our local
traffic officers investigate each and every accident.
Officers ticket the responsible party and that could be
the driver, the pedestrian or even a bicycle rider! Drivers
in our area are becoming more distracted and running
more red lights. Traffic officers are seeing that vehicles
are NOT allowing pedestrians to cross the street on a
legal cross walk light...but that is also caused by
pedestrians that are walking but distracted because
of their mobile devices! Pedestrians are also crossing in
the middle of a street and not at a crosswalk! The sad
news, some pedestrians are being hit because of these
distractions. You or your neighbors might want to take
some precautions by wearing BRIGHT CLOTHING,
REFLECTIVE CLOTHING AND BIKE LIGHTS at night.
Bicycle riders are also guilty of traffic violations and
sadly there are also accidents between vehicles and
bike riders. There are great articles on biking around
Denver, it’s a great option for many in our neighborhood. If you are biking with your children, you might
want to avoid the busy streets to keep all of you safer.
The Denver Police suggests drivers, walkers and riders
plan their route, PAY ATTENTION and PLEASE observe
traffic laws as it will make for a SAFER DENVER!
THANK YOU to Lt. Mike O’Donnell for his time
over seeing District Three’s Sector One Patrol
Division. He is now heading up District Three’s
Investigations Unit and we WELCOME Lt. Joel Bell
to District Three from the Fugitive Unit. Lt. Bell is
assigned to to oversee District Three’s Patrol Division.
VIRTUAL DPD: The Denver Police Department will
introduce VIRTUAL DPD in January 2017. It will be
set-up similar to NextDoor.com and Facebook.com
communications systems and is designed to
interface with police officers in real time, report
suspicious activities in your neighborhood and
check on crime stats. The current link is:
https://denvergov.org/pocketgov/#/dpd/browse
Scroll down to find the District Three Page. This is the
only one currently operating during the test phase.

THANK YOU TO OUR BUSINESS MEMBERS AND SUPPORTERS

DOOR-TO-DOOR SALES: Just a reminder! Now
that we are back on Mountain Standard Time dusk
approaches sooner! ALL DOOR-TO-DOOR sales as per
DENVER CODE must stop by DUSK! All sales people
must wear a lanyard that shows their license!
CALL 911 for EMERGENCIES. CALL
303-913-2000 FOR NON-EMERGENCIES
District 3 Neighborhood Resource Officers:
Sector One: Officer Jim Lopez: 720-913-1300
email: jim.lopez@denvergov.org
Sector Two: Officer Mike Borquez: 720-913-1183
email: mike.borquez@denvergov.org
Washington Park East News

A VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR HAPPY HOUR SPONSORS
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If you are 65 or older, you may be eligible for Denver’s

SENIOR PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTIONS
You must have lived in your Denver home for more
than 10 consecutive years, be at least 65 years old
for the entire tax year, and complete and
file the proper on-line forms by July 15
See the Denver City website for particulars.
For details and more information on this program in Denver:
https://www.denvergov.org/content/denver

Highlights of this annual festival on Old South Gaylord included Local craft breweries, distilleries, and farmers
step into the limelight during the Farm to Bottle Fall Festival. This was a fall toast to the harvest season
combines all the best qualities of farmers markets and brewfests into one big celebration for the community.
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TIME FOR OUR ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DRIVE

a new member and sign up for a Board position

Renew your membership, payment can be made on line at www.wPENAonline.org

.Become
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What is your

ZONING question?

Ask ZOEY...

I appreciated the comments on issues regarding construction workers parking on the streets.
However, this is much less troublesome than construction vehicles parked in alleys. I can
understand them doing this for a short time to load material, or if performing work on a
structure at the alley. But it seems like it is more often just a matter of convenience. The
real inconvenience is to residents trying to use the alley and finding it blocked. A related
issue is roofers using the alley when tearing off old roofing, or contractors doing demo
work, and screws and nails causing flats. We’ve had a rash of those lately.
I guess these are not issues regulated by zoning, but things that can be controlled by a
homeowner or developer, as a good neighbor, which was the focus of the last zoning article.
Frustrated with a flat

Dear Frustrated
I can understand anyone’s frustration with construction vehicles given how much building is
going on these days. However, the city has rules for street and alley use that are intended to
allow everyone to coexist peacefully.
The rule on street parking allows vehicles to be parked in one location for up to 72 hours.
The exception in our neighborhood would be those blocks signed for street sweeping and
resident permit parking. That means contractors should not be leaving construction trailers
parked for weeks at a time. See Sec. 54-465, https://www.denvergov.org/content/denvergov/
en/home-page/tickets-and-towing/denver-parking-ordinances.html.
With respect to alleys, my experience is that Public Works is fairly forgiving of contractors who
are actively loading or unloading their vehicles. However, treating the alley as a parking lot is
not acceptable. See Sec. 54-460, using the above link. Anyone who sees a vehicle blocking
an alley without a permit should call 311 and ask for Right-of-Way Enforcement.
It also possible, of course, for a contractor to purchase and alley closure permit from the city to
do projects such as new sewer taps and concrete pours. But an alley closure permit should be
posted in the vehicle that’s blocking the alley and the appropriate signage should be in place
for an alley closure.
Yours in Zoning

Zoey

Washington Park East Neighborhood Association
Monthly association meetings are open to any
WPENA resident or business owner and are
held every second Tuesday starting at 6:45 p.m.
at St. John’s Church (corner of East Exposition
and South Gilpin streets) in the chapel near
the back parking lot area. Elections to the
board are scheduled annually in May.
Questions? Comments?
Email the board members at
WPENAonline@gmail.com or read
more association information on the
official WPENA website at www.WPENAonline.org

BOARD OF
DIRECTORS
Joanne Asher
Tim McHugh
Lance Musselman
Ryan Schulz
William Tracy

October held a lot of excitement here
at South. With a packed-out stadium
at Homecoming to cheer on our #1
Varsity Football team to a full house
at our Trick or Treat Street event,
South does, once again, remain a
top choice among high schools. With an amazing
turnout for the Trick or Treat Street event in October,
hundreds of young children were able to come into
a warm, safe environment to play games and get
candy & prizes! We love serving our community.
October’s excitement continued as we were
privileged to host Malala at South. Three of our
students also shared their stories of coming to the
US. Malala Yousafzai was born on July 12, 1997,
in Mingora, Pakistan. As a child, she became an
advocate for girls’ education, which resulted in
the Taliban issuing a death threat against her.
On October 9, 2012, a gunman shot Malala when
she was traveling home from school. She survived,
and has continued to speak out on the importance
of education. In 2014, she was nominated again
and won, becoming the youngest person to receive
the Nobel Peace Prize. Afterwards the students
and others present cheered on Malala with great
excitement and respect.
Our Athletic program continues to shine as our
Varsity football team remains in the #1 ranked
4A team. We are anticipating a state playoff!
Our students are being accepted to top-tier
colleges as the fall carries us into the winter
seasons of early applications and acceptance.
Our graduation rate climbed to 80% which higher
than many schools and higher than the state
average. Our enrollment from the surrounding
Wash Park neighborhoods has grown more than
30% than in previous years and continues to show
excitement and interest as a top choice in DPS.
We are also thrilled to be part of a cross-global
and cultural environment. As Principal Hanson
states, “There’s not another high school like it
in the State of Colorado!”
To keep up with news and highlights at South,
please visit:
Website:
http://denversouth.org
Facebook Page:
https://www.facebook.com/denversouthhigh/
Info provided by Karen Duell, Community/
Family Liaison Denver South High School

