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Washington Park, circa 1920s.



In 1899, the landscape architect F. W. Ameter, city architect, Mabe
Reinhard Schuetze designed Landrum Torry, sculptor; and J.J.
Washington Park as a grand civic Benedict, architect.

space for the residents of the grow Denver's City Ditch winds

ing city of Denver. Mr. Schuetze's through the park, providing a wa
early design was a flowing, but  source for Grasmere Lake, Smitt
ordered arrangement of three pri- |ake and Lily Pond just as it did
mary spaces - the central lawn or when Mr. Schuetze was creating
Great Meadow and the two large park grading plans. A number o
lakes, Smith on the north and small, decorative bridges, most
Grasmere on the south. Encircling designed by F.W. Ameter, were
the park spaces is Schuetze's curvto provide crossings over City Di
linear loop drive that also provides between the years of 1903 and
the Park’s primary circulation. 1912.

Construction of the northern por- The Bath House, current home
tion of the park began in 1904  \olunteers for Outdoor Colorado
when grading of the park's land-  was added to the western shore
forms was started. After several Smith Lake in 1907. A wing was
years and a number of additional added in 1912 and the entire stri
land acquisitions, Washington Park ture was rehabilitated in 1995.
was generally complete by the late Bath House was renamed the D«
1920s, many years after Reinhard Chappel Bath House in 1999 to
Schuetze had died. commemorate Mr. Chappel's

Initial work consisted of building accomplishments with VOC and
Schuetze's designs for the road anrole in the building's rehabilitatiol
walks, landforms, Grasmere Lake  Across the water is the Boat
and for tree plantings. Large groveHouse. Designed by J.J.B. Bene
of trees were planted in 1908 and built in 1913, it is artistically
according to Schuetze's specifica- uated to afford views of the lake.
tions and many still define the edgeOriginal views also included wes
of the Great Meadow and the park.vistas towards the mountains, wt
Although Schuetze crafted the are now blocked by large mature
vision for Washington Park, he wastrees in the adjacent neighborho
able to design only the early park The Boat House was rehabilitate
construction. His vision has 1987 and is available for public
remained strong for more than a  rentals. A bathing beach was b
hundred years, with many other  in 1913 and located south of the
landscape architects, architects antBath House. A boating pier fol-
artists implementing his 1899 plan lowed in 1914, located adjacent to
with their designs for individual parlthe Boat House. Both elements are
spaces and features. They include gy gone.

lllustrative drawing of Reinhard Schuetze's

S.R. DeBoer, who became the city g R. DeBoer designed two forma master plan for Washington Park, circa

landscape architect after S_chuetze'gardens, the Perennial Garden in
death; the landscape architectural 1918 and the Mount Vernon Garden
firm of the Olmsted Brothers from jn 1926.
Brookline Massachusetts;



Notes from Parks and Recreation House, current home of the Park
staff state that a baseball field wasPeople, was purchased by Mrs. J.J.
in place prior to construction of theBrown for the city and moved to the

perennial garden. The Mount east side of the park near
Vernon Garden commemorates theExposition Avenue. The move
park's namesake George ensured that the house, the home of

Washington, and is a close replica ®fr. Field during his time in Denver,
a portion of the gardens at Mount would be preserved. A house and
Vernon in Alexandria, Virginia. Eastbarn are located on the park's east-
of the garden is the Bowling Greenern edge and have been used for
and club office, both built in 1926. maintenance facilities since the early
The Olmsted Brothers landscape 1900s. The house was built prior to
architectural firm designed 1899, and the barn's design is attrib-
Evergreen Hill, a rolling forested uted to Schuetze.
hillside of evergreen trees that was
built in 1917 at the same time that
improvements were made to the Lily
Pond. In 1924, the Girl Scouts The research, investigation and
donated a fireplace and picnic areaplanning for the Washington Park
that is situated within Evergreen  Cultural Landscape Assessment and
Hill. At the edges of the Great Preservation Plan was accomplished
Meadow are several small-scale sitby combining standardized historical
elements, including a flagpole research methods with the ‘reading
installed by the Daughters of the of the Washington Park landscape'.
American Revolution, and a twelve-By combining methods, a clear
sided shelter with an umbrella roof understanding of the park's histori-
built in 1912 and shaded by a groveal significance, character-defining
of mature shade trees. features and physical condition was
Wynken, Blynken and Nod, attained.
inspired by the poet Eugene Fields, Standard methods included the
is one of two sculptures in the Parkimplementation of many sources
Designed by Mabel Landrum Torry,such the use of the National Park
the sculpture was originally installe@®ervice guidelines for inventorying
in 1919 and sited south of Smith and evaluating historic landscapes
Lake, adjacent to the Great MeadoA Guide to Cultural Landscape
Today, the sculpture is located just Reports and Landscape Lines) and
north of the Eugene Field House. the use of the Secretary of Interior
The other sculpture is a brortast  Standards for the Treatment of
of a Colorado miner by George Historic Properties with Guidelines
Carlson, installed 980 and for the Treatment of Cultural
located within the Evergreen Hill Landscapes. The "reading of the
tree groves. Unlike, City Park fur- landscape” was accomplished by
ther to the north, Washington Park conducting field investigations and
is not a memorial park and only a developing a critical analysis of the
few commemorative pieces are  designed landscape and its composi-
located within the park. tion and built components.
The largest building within the
park is the Recreation Center,
designed by Anderson, Barker,
Rinker Architects and built in 1970.
In 1930, the Eugene Field



information related to the research
Historical research was accom- materials.
plished by reviewing all known pri- The findings of the historical
mary and secondary sources, incluresearch are presented a written nar-
ing historic publications, unpub-  rative describing the site history, its
lished manuscripts and historic cor-physical development, the site's his-
respondence. All primary sources toric context, its periods of signifi-
of pertinent historic documents cance and the physical components
such as drawings, plans, and photcof the Washington Park landscape
graphs were also reviewed. Travel that contribute to its historical sig-
was not included and all documentnificance. The narrative text is
were either obtained locally or illustrated with plan graphics that
through contacts with archives document Washington Park's physi-
located in other parts of the Unitedcal development. Historic photo-
States. Research materials consisigraphs and documents supplement
of those that were readily availablethe site history and provide a visual
from the collections and archives arecord of the park’s evolution.
the Denver Public Library Western
History Collection and from other
national archives. A listing of
research materials is presented in the
appendix.
Historic documents were obtained

from the following collections at the
Western History and Genealogy
Department, Denver Public Library
in Denver, Colorado:

- Burnham Hoyt Architectural
Collection

- Denver Parks Collection

- George Carlson Collection

- S. R. DeBoer Collection

Historic documents were also
obtained from:

- Denver Parks Collection, a CD-
ROM of the Denver Parks and
Recreation Department of the
City & County of Denver

- Olmsted Archives located at the
Frederick Law Olmsted
National Historic Site in
Brookline, Massachusetts

- George Kessler Collection of
the Missouri Historic Society in
St. Louis, Missouri.

A bibliography is included in the
Appendix and describes detailed



“Landscape characteristics inclyde taffgshington Park's existing condi-

ble and intangible aspects of a
from the historic period(s); these
individually and collectively give
scape its historic character and

anHSBapas documented to clearly

L addigitidy the landscape characteristics
a [B&g.contribute to its historical sig-
bidnihi¢gace and to describe their cur-

understanding of its cultural im
Landscape characteristics rang
large-scale patterns and relatio
site details and materials”

A Guide to Cultual Landsqae

Reports: ContentsProcessand
TedniquesNational Park Servic

1998

frg}ap was prepared using a 1970s
shigrQqgraphic plan provided by the
enver Parks and Recreation

Department and a 1999 aerial pho-
tograph obtained from a local
source. A tree inventory of
Washington Park, prepared in 2000
by the City Forester’s office, was
used to identify and to generally
locate the park's significant trees.
The limited funding for this assess-

%Onrﬁ%é).hysical condition. A site base

N4

ment precluded the preparation of a
site topographic survey.

Site investigations were conducted
at a field reconnaissance level to
provide an overview and a general
understanding of the existing condi-
tion of Washington Park. The field
reconnaissance consisted of more
than twenty site visits that occurred
between January 2002 and May
2003. Site visits were generally
undertaken to document
Washington Park's existing materials
and to determine the extent of
extant historic features and/or rem-
nants. The field reconnaissance also
noted the general condition of the
park's significant buildings and their
potential historical value. Forestry’s
tree inventory was used to note
existing trees and to determine their
significance.

A written narrative, an illustrative
Existing Condition Plan, and pho-
tographs of the park are presented
to describe Washington Park’s land-
scape characteristics, the general
condition of these features and to
note any special issues. A rating sys-
tem of good, fair and poor was



developed to evaluate the physical
condition of the landscape and its
landscape characteristics.

The findings of the historical
research and existing conditions
investigation were compared and

The Preservation Plan provides
the narrative text and supporting
graphics to describe the recom-
mended treatment approach to
Washington Park. The treatment o
the historic landscape includes

strategies for future planning, man-

“The historic integrity of a cultu
scape relates to the ability of t

characteristics of Washington Park
to explain how they contribute to its
historical significance or they impax
or contribute to it's historical
integrity; and to describe changes t
the historic landscape.

Narrative text and a series of illus
trative plans describe the evolution
of the park landscape over a perioc
of close to one hundred years. The
compilation of the evolution of the
landscape was compared to identif
patterns, features and relationships
that provide the foundation of the
park. The entire park and each of
its landscape characteristics were
assessed to determine the level of
historic integrity. Historic integrity
refers to the ability of the
Washington Park landscape to con:
vey its significance. The historic
integrity was largely determined by
evaluating the park and its features
to determine the extent to which th
general character of its historic (or
original) periods are evident.
Changes to the original plans and
the implementation of historic doc-
uments were assessed.

A written narrative and photo-
graphs of the park and individual
features describe the landscape's ¢
nificance and its historic integrity. /
determination of integrity, describel
as low, medium or high was also
made.

support the findings of the researcl
inventory and evaluation. The focu

is on restoration as the primary
approach. The strategies for the
preservation, restoration, rehabilita
tion and re-construction of signifi-

cant features, spaces and element;

also acknowledge and address the
park's contemporary uses and issu
While the preservation plan is a
broad overview of the necessary
actions that should take place to
preserve Washington Park, more
detailed information is included for
the treatment of individual park
spaces within the recommendation
section of the Conditions assess-
ment Chapter. The following goals
guided the recommendations for
the treatment of Washington Park.

- Preserve historic site patterns,
site features, structures, site
remnants and vegetation.

- Restore and rehabilitate signifi-
cant site features.

- Integrate new facilities within
the historic patterns and site
character.

integrity is determined by the e
which the general character of
period is evident, and the degre
incompatible elements obscurin
acter can be reversed”

A Guide to Cultual Landsqze

Reports: ContentsProcessand
(TedniquesNational Park Servic

1998

| land-
land-

scape to convey its significance| The
National Register defines seven|aspects of
integrity that address the cohesjveness, sef
ting and character of a landscape, as well
as the material, composition andl work-

Historic
ent to
he historic
e to which
) the char-

N4




The Great Meadow, Washington Park, circa 1920s



"The Denver Parks and parkways are, by any standard, an incomparable resource. But it is the fabric,
the network of the system as a whole which embodies and constitutes a key part of the basic urban design
structure of the city. This system was first envisioned and initiated during the last four decades of the
Washington Park is one of 15 19th century and was fully planned and carried to fruition during the first three decades of the 20th cen-
. tury. The result is the conceptual and physical foundation of Denver's park and parkway system, the
Denver parks that comprise the  city's historic urban design legacy. It is this legacy - a legacy from the first generations of Denver citi-
Denver Park and Parkway Syste| zens, from Denver's civic leaders and from both local and national designers - which is the theme of the

Thgmatlc Re_source IISFed O_n the The Denver and Parkway System, National Register Themenﬁgmﬁt;t)irc])'rll, 1986.
National Register of Historic Places.
The entire listing consists of more in city planning, to note that
than 400 acres of parks and over 2Washington Park was a scenic parl
miles of parkways. Washington Parwith a picturesque setting and dis-
is nationally significant in relation tctinct views to the Rocky Mountains,
the historic context of the Denver and to offer a suggestion for greate
Parks and Parkway System. The recreational uses including golf anc
park has been a key civic space frcother outdoor activities.
the city's earliest days of planning  After several more years, addi-
and is identified on several early tional land acquisitions and designs
plans of the proposed parks and by several other landscape architec
parkway system, including the 190" Washington Park was generally cor
Plan by George Kessler and the  plete by the late 1920s, more than
1909 Plan adopted by the City & ten years after Reinhard Schuetze™
County of Denver. The Park has ¢death in 1910. While many design:
high degree of historical integrity aers influenced individual areas of
it retains the basic characteristics cWashington Park, it is remarkable
design, construction, development how closely Schuetze's original pla
and use as were originally envisionof 1899 was implemented.
and realized. Schuetze's original vision for
The park is primarily the work ofWashington Park, as illustrated in h
Reinhard Schuetze, a Denver land-1899 Plan, was a civic space
scape architect who also designed designed in a style similar to other
Ferril Lake in City Park and the contemporary parks of the mid to
State of Colorado Capitol Grounds late 1800s. Having been schooled
Schuetze's original design for Germany, Schuetze was greatly
Washington Park was a 'master plainfluenced by European design aes
that was implemented over many thetics, particularly the work of the
years with several landscape archi-French landscape architect Edouar
tects designing individual park aregFrancois Andre and the German
Although design began in 1899, thewriter and landscape gardener
land was acquired in stages requiriGustav Meyer. Schuetze's design
that construction occur over severafor Washington Park reflects charac
years. Schuetze designed park eleteristics of le style paysager or "the
ments that were built prior to 1910.new landscape style" initiated by
Initial construction from Schuetze's Andre in the mid-1800s. American
1901 Grading Plan was limited to influences are evident as well.

the central portion of the park, Schuetze's artistry in melding th

between Kentucky and Tennessee.formal and informal, use of topo-

By 1904, work had begun on graphical variation and groves of

Schuetze's landforms north of trees to define spaces and views is

Kentucky. By 1906, the park was evident in most of his park design

complete enough for Charles in Denver, and is fully realized in hischuetze's 1899 Plan, courtesy Denver
Robinson, a leading national figure plan for Washington Park. Parks Collection.



Smith Lake, circa 1899.

Early in Denver's history, city
leaders and planners recognized the
value of parks to the city's develop-
ment and identified the area of
Washington Park as a potential park
site. As early as 1887 the city began
setting aside land for a future park
beginning with the vacation of the
alleys and streets of Block 9 of the
First Re-Subdivision of Bryn Mawr.
Over the next 25 years, the city
acquired additional land until all of
the current property was dedicated
as parkland.

Beginning with the earliest plan
for the park, created by Reinhard
Schuetze in 1899, the park steadily
developed through the design
efforts of many locally and national-
ly known landscape architects, plan-
ners, artists and architects.

A series of seven periods have
been developed to document the
design and construction of
Washington Park; important modifi-
cations; and the influences of its
many designers. Each period repre-
sents key development or change.
Each period is determined by identi-
fying the earliest date that a major
landscape characteristic was
installed, when one was removed or
when a particular designed space or
feature was physically completed.
Major landscape characteristics
include features such as a road or a
lake and may also be part of a larger
design element such as Evergreen
Hill that consists of topographical
features, roads and vegetation. Of
the seven periods, six are significant.
These six represent the period of
time from 1899 through 1929, and
generally represent the creation of
Washington Park.



Washington Park's early history
is primarily associated with land
acquisition and street and alley vac
tions, beginning with the 1887 vaca
tion of the streets and alleys of
Block 9 of the Bryn Mawr
Subdivision and Block 4 of the
Broadway Highlands 2nd filing.
Land purchases followed in 1899,
with the acquisition of Blocks 1, 2,
3, and 14, 15, 16 of the J.P Farmer
Addition with the streets and alleys
According to city records Smith
Lake was leased by the city during
this period.

The park’s earliest built feature:
are those that pre-date the constru
tion of the park. They include
Smith Lake, Smith Ditch (now
known as City Ditch), a slough (nov
the Lily Pool), and the Whitehead
House (now a maintenance build-
ing). Local history, which is unveri-
fied, notes that Smith Lake began ¢
a natural spring that was enlarged
for agricultural use. Local lore also
indicates that Smith Lake began as
buffalo wallow. Smith (City) Ditch
within the park site was built in
1867 and purchased by the city in
1869. Smith Ditch was originally

part of the irrigation ditch that Pre-Park (pre-1901)
began in southern Jefferson County

and continued for 27.5 miles until if
reached City Park. Gravity flow ca
ried water from the Platte River
northward. The Whitehead House
is the earliest building on the site
and it is thought to have been built
by the Whitehead brothers before
1891, although this is unverified.
Since 1899 the house has been us

Water Features:
Smith(City) Ditch;
Smith Lake;
Slough (now the Lily Pool);

Buildings:
Whitehead House (pre-1891

continuously as a maintenance
building.

City Ditch, Winter



Water Features:
South Lake (1901);

Landscape Features:
Park road(1901/02);
Topography (1901/02);
Paths(1901/02)

Buildings:
Barn(1904)

1901-1905 Plan

Schuetze's 1901 Grading Plan for
Washington Park and the 1901 Sanborn
Map.

10

Land acquisition was well
underway during the second period
of significance for Washington Park.
Block 4 E1/2 and Block 13 E1/2 of
the J.P. Farmers Addition were
acquired in 1901 and in 1902,
Blocks 10 to 16 of the Bryn Mawr
subdivision were acquired. By
1903, Block 4 W1/2 and Block 13
W1/2 of the J.P. Farmers Addition,
and Blocks 5 to 12 of Stebbins
Heights became parkland. These
acquisitions comprised the majority
of the land from Kentucky to
Louisiana and made the develop-
ment of the 'first' Washington Park
possible. Reinhard Schuetze, city
landscape architect, created the
grading and site plan for the area
between Kentucky and Tennessee
streets. Schuetze's design, in his
interpretation of the le style
paysager, included topography, a
central road, paths, a gathering area
with a structure, and South Lake, a
smaller version of today's Grasmere
Lake. The alignment of this road



remains today. Several of the path
remained through the park's subse
guent significant periods and a few
existing paths have alignments that
are similar to the 1901 plan.

In addition to his design for the
park landscape, Reinhard Schuetze
designed the barn to complement
the existing house for use as anoth
park maintenance building in 1904.
The house and the barn are the co
nerstones of the park's maintenanc
area and have been in continual us
as maintenance structures since th
beginning of the park's develop-
ment.

tion for Denver's historically signifi-
The majority of the Washingtoncant parks and parkway system.

Park landscape was built between Plans for the design of the northery South Lake enlarged (1906 to|

the years of 1906 and 1911. The portion of the park, north of Smith
site and landscape were developecLake, were underway during this
close accordance with Reinhard  period as well. As early as 1908,
Schuetze's 1899 Plan, and Schuet:correspondence between the city
himself designed the majority of thand the landscape architect Georg
improvements including the enlargeKessler indicates that he designed
ment of South Lake, the park “roadway, path and planting
topography, the perimeter road andschemes on the new portion of the
park paths, and tree plantings. north end of Washington Park.” At
During this period, Washington the time, Kessler was planning the
Park's strong spatial composition Denver parks and parkway system
became a reality with the construc-envisioned by Charles Robinson,
tion of the Great Meadow and the and his 1907 Plan was the precedg
perimeter road, and the enlargeme for the parks and parkway plan

Water Features:
1909);

Landscape Features:
Undulating topography;

> Perimeter roads and curvilinegr
walks (originally gravel);
Smith Lake beaches;

Structures:
Bridges - Ryan Bridge, Arizon
asAvenue, Louisiana Street, cen
foot and vehicle;
ntBeaches on Smith Lake;
Piers on Smith Lake;

12

ent

of South Lake. The park topogra- adopted by the city in 1909.

phy was also built and tree groves
were installed. During 1911, Bloc!
8 of Stebbins Place located on its

southeast edge was acquired.

In 1906, Charles Mulford
Robinson evaluated Washington
Park, describing it "as scenic," and
recommending that additional activ
ties take place. At the time,
Robinson who was a nationally
respected planner, was creating his

famous "Poposed Plan®f the

Improvement ofThe City of
Denver," which became the founda-

11



Swimmers in Washington Park, circa 1900-1910

1906-1911 Plan

12

Kessler's involvement with the on-
going design of Washington Park
may have been related to Schuetze's
poor health. In 1909 Schuetze
became ill, and by 1910 he died of
pulmonary tuberculosis leaving
Washington Park two-thirds com-
plete.

Beginning in 1907, F. W. Ameter,
who was the city architect, began
designing cast concrete bridges to
accommaodate vehicular and pedes-
trian traffic across City Ditch. Over
the next several years, between 1907
and 1911, Ameter's bridges were
built and most remain in place
today. During the same period, a
number of metal bridges were also
built to provide pedestrian access
across the ditch. Correspondence
in the Denver Parks files indicates
that pillars at the Mississippi
entrance were donated by neighbor-
hood. However, there is no physical
evidence that they were built.



Pavilion, circa 1930-1950

site, using trees and shrub massings
to edge the open meadow and
After Schuetze's death in 1910,adding a mixed evergreen grove to
the influence of a single designer cthe Olmsted knoll.
the park's composition ended. The aesthetic of Washington
Beginning with the design for the Park was greatly enhanced during
northern portion of the park and  this period with the construction of
continuing through to the parks  the Bath House and the Pavilion /
completion around 1929, a numberBoat House. The Bath House is
of other designers influenced the attributed to both FW. Ameter and
aesthetics of Washington Park.  Hunter. J. J. B. Benedict designed
Even though George Kessler appathe Pavilion / Boat House. Both
ently provided the city with a plan structures fulfill important park
for the northern portion of the functions and are sited strategically
park in 1908, the Olmsted Brotherson Smith Lake. The Pavilion / Boat
landscape architectural firm from House is located near the site
Brookline, Massachusetts created Schuetze had chosen for a shelter,
the distinctive landscape that which he designed and may have
includes Evergreen Hill. Designed peen built and later demolished.
in 1912 and built by 1913, the
Olmsted design for the northern
area stayed true to Schuetze's conj-@ndscape features:

cept to extend the perimeter road | Undulating topography;
around Smith Lake to complete thg Perimeter roads extended to
loop and to connect to Marion north; o
Street Parkway. However, the Curvilinear walks (originally
Olmsted plan realigned the road to] 9ravel);

bring it further into the park, exag-| SMith Lake beaches:
gerated the topography to capitaliz Bathhouse / Evergreen Hill
on the views towards the Rocky plantings;

Mountains, and completed the Lily | .
Pond. To visually connect the parkBuildings:

to Marion Street Parkway, the Bathhouse, Pavilion/Boathousg;

Olmsteds designed an open mead{ PuUmp House

ow that extended to the new bath . 1912-1917 Plan
house. Paths connected the spacg Structures: _ _

and the park to the surrounding Bridges including Ryan Bridge,

neighborhood. S.R DeBoer creatg Arizon'a Avenue and Louisianz
the planting plan for the Olmsted | _Street




1912-1917 Plan

14

Although recreational activities
_ had always been a large part of
_S. R.DeBoer began his career \yashington Park, the addition of
with the city of Denver as a team- the Campfire Fires and Girl Scouts
ster in 1910. By 1912, DeBoer's  fjrgplaces are an indication of the
name begins to appear on design changes that were occurring during
drawings for a number of projects he 1910s. The Bowling Green and
throughout the city, by 1913 he wasihe additional tennis courts expand-
designing plantings for Washington o the park use as well.
Park, and by 1918 he was designin The most remarkable addition

Sark spBact(\eNs InCI;nglr;Bg se(;/elgazlgar- to Washington Park is probably the
D?erll?aséer (ejes(ieer?ed threin ardené fOIWynken Blynken and Nod sculpture,
9 9 designed and built in 1919. Mabel

Washington Park, the Perennial Landrum Torrev desianed the sculo-
Garden (1918), the Mount Vernon u! y desig , sculp
ture using Eugene Field's poem by

Garden (1926), and the Rock the same name as her inspiration
Garden near the Lily Pond (1927). The setting was designed by

Each garden is carefully sited in
garc y DeBoer. DeBoer set the sculpture
concert with the overall park com- .
. L . in the center of a pool of water that
position and each design is unique. )
cascaded over a low wall on its

Of the three, only the Rock Gardensouthern edge and into City Ditch,

is reminiscent of DeBoer's rustic
design style that characterizes his and groves of evergreen trees
defined the edge of the space to the

octgsr(?nairgez;f Sgacrkasntjhtehg??xock north. Planting at Washington Park
y y continued through the mid-1920s.

h h h
Garden that once graced the nort The most notable area to be

ern slope of Berkeley Park. The .
Perennial Garden is in the Victoriarenhanced was along _Downlng and
style, and originally had large flow- Lowsg\_na streeés, Whlct? Wascplanted
ing beds of flowering perennials. aC(ilor 'ng to;':\ esign by '\I/IC rary,
The Mount Vernon Garden is a Cu ey & Carhart, Denver landscape
architects. Evergreen groves and

colonial garden that is a close repliShrub massinas were interspersed
of the Upper Garden at George . >INg P
with the existing evergreens and

Washington's home.
g street trees.

Landscape Features:
Rock & Water Garden (1927;
Perennial Garden (1918);
Mount Vernon Garden (1926)
Bowling Green;
Planting at Louisiana and
Downing (1926);

Structures:
Mount Vernon Garden, circa 1920-1940 Campfire Girls Fireplace (1979);
Tennis courts (1926);

Girls Scouts Fireplace (1924);




After 1929, Washington Park
was relatively complete. Most of
the significant park components
were in place and few important
additions occurred later. The excep-
tion is the Eugene Field House that
was moved to the park in 1930 and
used as a public library until 1970.
City documents also indicate that a
diving tower and swimming pier
were built by the Civilian conserva-
tion Corps in the 1930s.
Unfortunately these components
and other earlier several significant
features were also removed, includ-
ing the earlier piers on Smith Lake.

The greatest impacts to
Washington Park's historical integri-
ty occurred after 1970. In 1971 the
recreation center was built on the
northern end of the Great Meadow
and Wynken Bynken and Nod was
moved to the corner of Exposition
and Franklin streets. Unfortunately
the setting was demolished.

Landscape Features:
Memorial rose garden

Structures:
Diving tower (1936);
Swimming piers;
Tennis courts on south

Buildings:
Eugene Field House

1930-1969 Plan

1970+ Plan
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Lily Pond, Washington Park, Circa 2002
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The Existing Condition general character, such as charactf
Assessment is an analysis and evaistics or features, physical attrib-
ation of the physical qualities of  utes and associations, of the origin
Washington Park that are related tc¢1899 plan and subsequent historic
its historical development. The  periods are evident. In addition the
Assessment identifies those ele- park and its landscape characterist
ments, components and relation- are assessed to evaluate the degre
ships that are essential to the park to which incompatible components
composition and that have historicethat negatively impact the park's hi
significance. It includes an evalua-torical character can be removed o
tion of the physical condition of  reversed.

Washington Park and of each of its
significant components. And at the
same time, the Assessment evaluates
the significance and integrity of

those components. The Existing Condition
To understand the relative physic Assessment begins with an evaluaj Fajr is assigned when a featufle is
condition of Washington Park and tion of significant landscape chara¢ beginning to appear to be dis-
its features a standard rating systeiteristics that occur throughout the turbed or is deteriorating but rjo
has been developed and includes ¢park, most notably the park's roads| immediate action is necessary,
measure of poor, fair or good con- and paths. This is followed by an | Fair is also used when it is appar-
dition. Poor indicates that a featurEassessment of each of the park‘s ent that cumulative deterioration
is badly deteriorated and that immejndividual landscape characteristicy i |eft to continue will result in &
diate corrective measures are necepeginning with an evaluation of the] |oss of historic qualities.
sary to ensure its preservation. Faelements located in the northern
is assigned when a feature is begirpart of the park and moving Good indicates that there is ng
ning to appear to be disturbed or istowards the south. All of the com-| evidence of deterioration or dis-
deteriorating but no immediate  ponents that are evaluated in the | turbance and that no immediate
action is necessary. Fair is also usCondition Assessment are importafl action is necessary.
when it is apparent that cumulative |andscape characteristics that con-
deterioration if left to continue will tribute to the significance of
result in a loss of historic qualities. Washington Park. A number of
Good indicates that there is no evi-additional features exist in the park.
dence of deterioration or distur- They are not evaluated as they are
bance and that no immediate aCtiOInot historicaiiy Significant or they
is necessary. detract from the park landscape.
The historic integrity of These additional features include the

Washington Park relates to the abilrecreation center and the Firehouse.
ty of the park's landscape to conve

its historical significance. In many
ways, the ability of the park to be
'read' as a historic designed land-
scape is related to the extent to
which the features, spaces and cor
ponents that shaped the park durin
its significant periods are still pres-
ent. Historic integrity is assessed t
determining the extent to which the

To understand the relative physijcal
condition of Washington Park apnd
its features a standard rating sygtem
has been developed and includgs a
measure of poor, fair or good cg@n-
dition.

Poorindicates that a feature is
badly deteriorated and that

immediate corrective measurgs
are necessary to ensure its preser-
vation.
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Each primary space is grand in scale
and easily recognizable as an expan-
sive distinct space. The three spaces
are generally similar in size and ori-
entation, and still closely resemble
the form and scale of those in
Schuetze's 1899 plan. Each is
defined vertically by subtle grade
changes and by the placement of
tree massings at its edges. Paths
originally further defined each space
as Schuetze had intended.

Carefully placed tree groves,
designed in concert with curves in
the road and path alignments, create
openings that visually connect the

Looking north across Washington Park, circa 1920 to 193¢hree spaces. Contrasting the open

nature of the these primary spaces,

is the narrow dense buffer of undu-

lating topography and tree groves

that define the park edge.

The perimeter road, which cur-
Washington Park, a 165-acre rently functions as both a vehicular

urban park, is a grand civic space route and an interior park trail,
organized in a linear fashion, physically connects the three grand
extending from Virginia Avenue to spaces further defining each and
Louisiana Street. Washington Parkforming a park-wide circulation
character is derived primarily from framework. In addition to its role in
its strong spatial composition that the park's composition, the perime-
consists of a flowing but ordered ter road connects Washington Park
arrangement of three primary to the Denver Parks and Parkway
spaces, all of which are encircled tsystem along Marion Street Parkway.
the Park's meandering, curvilinear  Just as the perimeter road links
perimeter drive and edged with a the park's major spaces, the park
dense tree planting. This three-parpaths connect and define smaller
arrangement is the work of land- landscape spaces. This simple hier-
scape architect Reinhard Schuetze archical approach of linking park
who designed Washington Park  spaces was clearly intended by
beginning in 1899. The park was Schuetze. It is evident on his 1899
built in phases beginning in 1902 Plan and on the first park grading
and continuing through 1929. Mosiplan that he completed in 1902.
of the later development was Views into and from the park are
designed by other landscape archi-important to the park composition.
tects or designers, but each subse-A spectacular view of Mt. Evans,
quent development closely followecprotected by City Ordinance, is pos-

Washington Parks three primary Schuetze's 1899 Plan. sible from the knoll on the east-side
spaces - Smith Lake on the top,  \\jashington Park's three primary near Arizona and Franklin Streets.

the Great Meadow in the center

and Grasmere Lake.

spaces consist of the central GreatOn the north, Evergreen Hill’s road,
Meadow, flanked by Smith Lake antopography and plantings capitalize
its smaller meadow to the north, on mountain views.

and Grasmere Lake to the south.



Views into the park are orchestrated
by the locations of entrances con-
trasted by topographic berms and
plantings of tree groves.

Park buildings, structures, and gar-
dens generally complement the
park's composition, including
Evergreen Hill and the Lily Pond,
the Perennial Garden and Mt.
Vernon Garden, and the Bathhouse
and the Boathouse. The recreation
center building is the only structure
that detracts from the park's historic
character. Generally, all other build-
ings, structures and gardens were
designed for their setting within the
park. With the exception of the
Eugene Field House, relocated to
the park in 1930, all are unique to
Washington Park and add to its his-
toric character.

The overall park composition
remains a strong defining element
and a significant landscape charac-
teristic. In general, the park's com-
position closely resembles the 1899
Plan. The park's three primary
spaces, the perimeter road, topogra-
phy, and the many of the paths and
tree groves were in evidence
through all of the significant periods
(until 1929) and remain today.
Although the park's topography is
generally subtle and undulating, it is
a strongest feature and generally
appears to be as originally designed
by Schuetze. The alignment of the
original perimeter road is intact even
though the road materials, and in
some cases the road widths, have
been modified to accommodate
bicycle and pedestrian use. Some of
the paths have been removed or
modified. Certain park spaces have
been compromised by the later addi-
tions of trees set within spaces that
were originally intended to remain Existing Condition Plan for

open. Washington Park
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General Plan, 1899, DPR-157
Reinhard Schuetze

Site Plan, 1902/1904, T76, 189
Reinhard Schuetze, Bl, 37x84
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Washington Park’s three primary spaces, Smith Lake with the Pavilion/Boat House above;
Grasmere Lake, top left; and the Great Meadow, lower left.

1. Preserve and restore the park's composition as Washington Park's most
significant landscape characteristic.
- Restore the definitive edges of the three primary park spaces by
re-establishing tree groves, paths and paths, and topography.
- Re-establish the smaller historic park spaces by removing or not
replacing trees in areas originally designed as open spaces.
- Re-establish topography, paths and paths and tree groves that originally
defined these smaller park spaces.
- Re-establish the historic spatial relationships between park spaces by
removing or not replacing trees in historic view corridors or open
spaces.



The park's circulation system,
consisting of the perimeter park
road and several sinuous paths, are
the foundation of the park's compo-
sition. The strength of the circula-
tion system is the park's perimeter
road that is remarkably similar to
Schuetze's 1899 Plan even though it
was built in phases and was modi-
fied during the park's significant
periods. The perimeter road contin-
ues to be a defining landscape char-
acteristic that has great SiE‘Jniﬁcancahe perimeter road near Evergreen Hill and Smith Lake. Note the asphalt paving and stripping.
to the park's composition. The road
frames both Smith and Grasmere Street). The complete removal of
lakes, looping outward from each tawo segments in the central portion
connect to the edges of the park. of the park has greatly impacted thie
Similarly, the perimeter road con- integrity of this area. Originally Denver's Historic Parks
nects the three primary park spacesocated just south of Smith Lake [Collection
and links the park to Denver's park-and at the northern end of the
way system. On a smaller scale, th@reat Meadow where the recreatiofiGeneral Plan, 1899,
park's paths provide a similar func-center now sits, the road segments| Reinhard Schuetze, DPR-157
tion by connecting the park's smallevere eliminated after 1929, which iSjte Plan, 1902/1904,
landscape spaces together and by also the end of the park’s significaft Reinhard Schuetze, Bl, 37x84
reinforcing the perimeter road. periods. The truncation of these T76, 189
Overall, the arrangement of the syswo roads has been the most detri-
tem of roads and paths reflects  mental modification in the circula-
Schuetze's design intent as shown tion system. A parking area is locat-
his 1899 Plan and the majority of ed at either end.
the existing circulation system was Another important modification
in place during the park's significanhas been the change in the surface
periods, ending in 1929. The circu-material of the roads and paths
lation system, and in particular the from gravel to asphalt paving. In
perimeter road, is significant and ha®me instances, curbs or edging
a high degree of integrity. have been added to the perimeter

road as well.
In 2001, most of the perimeter
road was resurfaced with new

In general, the circulation systemasphalt, re-stripped to accommodate
has remained very similar to the  contemporary uses, and bollards
park's significant periods, which  were installed to delineate those seg-
ended in 1929. The perimeter roadments of pedestrian only use. For
alignment, and in many cases its the most part, the material and man-
widths, have remained as originallyagement changes have improved the
built. Portions of the perimeter roadfunction and park safety. However,
have been eliminated, including there-paving, re-stripping and the addi-
road at the southwest corner of thetion of roadway signing (particularly
park (Downing and Louisiana bollards) to define areas that are
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Washington Park’s paths include the asphalt path around Smith Lake, right; the asphalt near the Perennial Garden, upper middle; and

the perimeter path, lower center and left.
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closed to vehicular traffic have beer1990s located around the entire park
done in a manner that negatively perimeter. The path is compatible
impacts the park's historic charactewith the park's historic character,
Conflicts remain in some areas  but the alignment and location of
between pedestrians and vehicles, the path in some areas has negative-
particularly on the eastern side of |y impacted the physical condition
the park between the recreation cemand historical integrity of the park
ter and Exposition Street. The  edge.
majority of the paths have asphalt  Overall, the circulation system is a
paving that is deteriorating, makingsignificant landscape characteristic as
most areas incompatible with the the majority of the perimeter road
park’s historical significance. remains in its historic location and
One of the greatest changes to many of the paths are also similar
occur at Washington Park since thethose that were evident during the
end of its significant periods in significant periods. Overall, the cir-
1929, is the change in the types of culation system retains a high degree
uses that occur on the perimeter of historical integrity. Physically,
road. To manage the increase in the perimeter road is in good condi-
bicycle and pedestrian use (which tion while the paths are in poor con-
includes running, jogging, and in- dition. Many are narrow, vary in
line skating) the majority of the  width, are not well-defined.
perimeter road in the southern partHowever, the impacts to the circula-
of the park and a portion near tion system are reversible. Some of
Evergreen Hill is closed to vehiculathe missing segments could be
traffic. Running has increased in restored and incompatible material
popularity and is accommodated byand deteriorating paths could be
a crusher fines trail built in the earlyeplaced.



1. Preserve and rehabilitate the perimeter road as a significant landscape characteristic.

- Preserve the historic alignment and develop a road cross section that ismore compatible with the park's histori
character. Consider modifying the stripping to better reflect the bicycle and pedestrian use of the perimeter
road.

- Consider eliminating the curb and gutter along the perimeter road to create a more compatible appearance.

- Re-establish the hierarchy of roads and paths to reflect the park’s historic character while accommodating con
temporary needs.

3. Re-establish the historic alignments of the paths, particularly those that originally defined the three primary park
spaces - Smith Lake, the Great Meadow and Grasmere Lake.
- Remove and replace asphalt paving w/ mor compatible material.

4. Remove and re-construct the perimeter crusher fines path to reflect the alignment of the historic paths (those
occurring during the significant periods) along the park edges.

5. Restore the park edge where the crusher fines path is removed. Re-grade the park edge to reflect the original
topography, tree plantings and groundcover.

6. Consider converting segments of the perimeter road to better connect to adjacent pedestrian paths. For examp
consider converting the road at Kentucky and Downing to a pedestrian route.

Washington Park’s perimeter road near
Smith Lake. New asphalt paving and strip-
ping improved safety in 2001, but signing
and some stripping negatively impact the
park’s historic character.
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General Plan, 1899,
Reinhard Schuetze, DPR-157
Site Plan, 1902/1904,
Reinhard Schuetze, Bl, 37x84
T76, 189
Planting Plan North of Bath Hou
Spring 1914, S.R. DeBoer, I/L
29x38, 1"=40', CF35, 189
Washington Park: Planting Plan
Southwest Section, 20, 251-2,
3/1923, I/P, 20x40, 1"=50', 294
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designed by S. R. DeBoer. Together
they create a rich woody environ-
ment that not only defines the
northern park edge but also creates
Deciduous and evergreen trees an unique enclosed park space. In
the foundation of Washington 1926, the southern and western
Park's vegetation. A wide variety oedges of the park were planted
tree species are in place and the according to a plan by McCrary,
majority of the existing trees are hi.Culley, & Carhart. The plantings of
torically significant. To determine deciduous and evergreen groves
historical significance the existing with massings of shrubs comple-
trees were evaluated against the himented Schuetze's groves and street
toric tree patterns from the signifi- trees.
cant periods. Those existing trees  Unlike other Denver parks where
that were also in evidence during tttrees were planted to line the roads,
park's significant periods are deemthe trees within Washington Park are
to be historically significant. planted in large and small groves to
Plantings of trees began as earlydefine space and create a sense of
as 1906 with an original design by movement. Usually planted in a line
Schuetze. Documentation for this along the road and street trees were
period is minimal, however tree  generally only placed on the park
massings are evident on several ofedges in particular locations. The
Schuetze's plans for the park and consistent patterning of groves of
today correspond to areas with  trees that define the edges of large
existing trees. The placement and and small park open spaces carries
arrangement of the park's vegeta- through to the Great Meadow
tion follows a consistent pattern  where the topography falls graceful-
throughout the park even though Iy to the southwest and the large

se the plantings occurred at different open meadow is defined by carefully

times. In general, the planting pat- sited deciduous tree groves.
terns for both evergreen and decidi The patterning continues along

of OUs trees consist of large and smathe perimeter road where historic

tree groves that are arranged to  tree groves are located close to and
define park spaces and to create athen away from the road. This
sense of movement. The tree  arrangement creates open and
groves are integrated with the parkclosed spaces that provide an
composition. They enhance the paenhanced sense of movement.

tern of the perimeter road and parkwithin the park there are only a few
paths, and are sited in concert withplaces where trees were historically
the configuration of the park’s origiplanted to line the interior perimeter
nal topography. This pattern of  road. This arrangement of street
planting is attributed to Schuetze atree planting occurred along the

it is consistent with the 1899 Plan western edge of Louisiana Street
and the earlier significant periods where a line of the Silver Maples
from 1901 through 1911. The mosdefines the street edge and along
impressive tree grove within the  portions of Franklin where

park is Evergreen Hill, a mix of ~ American EIms and Silver Maples
evergreen trees that encompasses line the street, and along portions of
most of the northern portion of Downing and Virginia. One park
Washington Park. The topography entry, at Franklin and Kentucky, is
was designed by the Olmsted also planted with a linear row of
Brothers and the plantings were  deciduous trees.



The park's historically significant
deciduous trees are predominantly
American Elm, Silver Maple,
Northern Red Oak and Basswood
(Linden). Historically significant
evergreens include Douglas Fir,
Colorado Blue Spruce, Eastern
White Pine, Juniper, Ponderosa Pir
and Scotch Pine. Tree species tha
have been planted after the signifi-
cant periods include Red Maple, se
eral species of Oak, Hackberry
and Kentucky Coffeetree.

Originally, Washington Park had ¢
wide array of deciduous shrub bed
that complimented the evergreen
and deciduous trees.

The vast majority of the trees
within Washington Park are close to
70 years old or older. The condition
of each varies but in general the
trees are in good condition. During
the winter of 2003, many of the
evergreen trees suffered varying
degrees of damage due to two
storms with wet, heavy snows that
accumulated over a short period of
time. The trees that were most
affected include Rocky Mountain
Junipers and many of the park's old-
est trees such as pines within the
mixed evergreen grove in the south-
western section of the park.

The tree groves and distinctive  Groves of deciduous tree define the northern edge of the Great Meadow, above; DeBoer's
patterns of the tree arrangements Planting Plan for North of Bathhouse, 1914.
within the park are easily discern-
able. Newer plantings of trees that
do not follow this typical pattern are
occurring. Planting locations dimin-
ished the integrity of the original
park character. The greatest impacts
to the park's vegetation is the plant-
ings of trees within areas that are
historically significant open spaces.
These areas range in size and scale
from the key open space of the
Great Meadow to the small open
spaces that occur along the perime-
ter road.
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1. Preserve existing significant trees as landscape characteristics. Follow accepted horticultural practices to ensur
the longevity of the trees.

2. Preserve and restore the historic patterning of the existing significant trees and tree groves.

- In-fill existing significant groves with new trees that are of the same species. If it is not possible to use the
same species due to horticultural concerns or if the species is no longer available, in-fill with tree species that
reflect the same form, texture and color as the original tree.

- Preserve historic planting patterns by retaining the same or similar spacing and alignment of the original trees

when locating in-fill trees.

4. Develop a park-wide planting concept to ensure that new plantings follow the restoration recommendations.
- Update the tree survey to accurately depict the location of each tree. Include the size and condition of each
tree on the updated tree survey. Consider using a GPS system or a site survey to accurately locate the trees.

5. Develop site specific planting plans to ensure the preservation and protection of specific areas including

Evergreen Hill, the Bath House and the southwest corner of the park.
- Review the historic documentation that is available for specific park areas to ensure that proposals are compat

ble with the historic character of each individual area.

View of Washington Park, circa 1913-1920
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