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Support your neighborhood

Join the Washington Park
East Neighborhood Association,
see the back page for details

NEIGHBORHOOD EVENTS
Treecycle
Jan. 5-16

(see page 6 for details)

Citizens Advisory Board Meeting
Jan. 8 at 6 p.m.
District Three Police Station

www.denvergov.org/District_3_Station

Washington Park
East News

Winter 2015
Vol. 40 No. 1

MEMBERSHIP

DRIVE
Join your neighbors. Join WPENA
Washington Park East Neighborhood Association needs your support

WPENA Meeting

Jan. 13 at 7 p.m.
St. John’s Lutheran Church

Members and non-members welcome

FANS of Washington Park
Meeting
Jan. 14 at 6 p.m.
Dos Chappell Bath House

WPENA Night Out

Jan. 15, anytime after 4 p.m.
Reivers on Old South Gaylord St.

Citizens Advisory Board Meeting
Feb. 5 at 6 p.m.
District Three Police Station

www.denvergov.org/District_3_Station

WPENA Meeting

Feb. 10 at 7 p.m.
St. John’s Lutheran Church

Members and non-members welcome

Follow us on Facebook

Washington Park East Neighborhood Association

@WPENADenver

www.WPENAonline.org

By Susan Payne
If you are reading this newsletter,
then you are benefiting from membership dues paid to Washington Park East
Neighborhood Association (WPENA).
Without your dues the newsletter, and
many other services, wouldn’t be possible.
Renew your WPENA membership
today or join your neighbors if you’re
not yet a member.
WPENA fosters a spirit of community, provides a forum for discussion
of issues and works to enhance the
character and value of our neighborhood and our quality of life. With
membership at only $20 per year
($10 for seniors), your participation
strengthens our neighborhood association and makes Washington Park East
a better place to live.
WPENA communicates information on neighborhood events, crime
and safety, and other time-sensitive
news through our monthly meetings,
quarterly newsletters, email blasts,
website and Facebook page so that you
can stay informed of the latest happen-

ings in Wash Park East and the city.
WPENA reviews zoning issues and
reports our findings to the Board of
Adjustments so that our neighborhood
viewpoints are heard by the City. We
partner with our neighborhood schools
and participate in Inter-Neighborhood
Cooperation (INC) in an effort to
advocate for residents and bring them
together to engage in City issues.
And WPENA makes sure there is
plenty of fun to be had in Washington
Park East by coordinating quarterly
Happy Hours in the neighborhood, including the upcoming Dining Out event
at Reivers on January 15th, and annual
events like Croquet in the spring, the 4th
of July Celebration in the park and our
neighborhood-wide yard sale in August.
To renew your WPENA membership or join as a member for the first
time, please send in the envelope included with this newsletter with your
payment. Or submit your membership payment online via the membership section of our website using your
Paypal account. 

OLD SOUTH GAYLORD STREET

Residents, business owners working together
By Steve Skalski, President, Washington Park East Neighbor- visitors from outside the neighborhood. I actually enjoy the
hood Association (WPENA), and Steve Hostettler, President, South pedestrian feel of the immediate blocks around Old South
Gaylord Merchants Association (SGMA)
Gaylord during peak shopping and dining hours without the
Why choose to live in and/or operate a business in a neigh- intense urban atmosphere that other similar neighborhoods
borhood that closely mixes residential homes, offices, shops have. With a few exceptions, the mix seems right.
Steve (SGMA): We agree that our neighbors alone can’t
and restaurants?
make
the numbers work all the time. However, if the majority
Steve (WPENA): When we moved to Washington Park
over 12 years ago, we specifically chose a house in close prox- of the visiting clientele are targeting the eateries, you begin
to see the dilemma. There are other communities somewhat
imity to Old South Gaylord. The idea of a short walk from
nearby that have gone through this and now find themselves
our house to the restaurants and taverns was what we were
with very little overall neighborhood experience due to the
looking for, not to mention the walk to the park. We chose
depletion of block variety. I think we could learn from this.
neighborhood over house.
Steve (SGMA): The feel and energy of a working neighborhood appealed to us. Old South Gaylord is just that, a “working”
block with restaurants, fashion boutiques, salons, art galleries, pet
shops, true retail venues and offices all rolled into one. I started a
shop (Gnomes Nook) on the block for that very reason. To offer
this kind of experience is something special.
What is the right mix of offices, shops and restaurants?
Steve (WPENA): As a self-proclaimed foodie, I am a frequent patron of the food and beverage options on Old South
Gaylord. As such, the quality, variety and service level that
Old South Gaylord offers is important. Otherwise, I would
get in my car more frequently to visit the other great venues in
Denver. I want to stay in the neighborhood
Steve (SGMA): I see patrons like you on the block all the
time and that’s a good thing. But one area of concern is that
we have seven eateries on the block with one expanding. These
bring in a fair amount of people, but like you, they frequently
eat, drink and run! So the
other merchants don’t see
the numbers game working in their favor, particularly as it relates to parking.
What is the right mix of
local patrons versus visitors from outside the
neighborhood?
Steve (WPENA): It’s
hard to imagine the
businesses on Old South
Gaylord could survive on
locals alone, so I welcome
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What are the acceptable trade-offs between the benefits of
Old South Gaylord Street versus the parking and noise/
nuisance issues that are inevitable where businesses and
residents are in such close proximity?
Steve (WPENA): Conflict will occur as parking becomes
tight or noise becomes intolerable. I live on a street that has
permit parking for residents on one side of the street on Thursdays through Saturdays. I have permits for my vehicles, but I
know many neighbors do not. We all need to take advantage
of the system that is in place, and if it’s still an issue, we need
to find solutions. This is where we have to work together on
Old South Gaylord. The answer isn’t to create unreasonable restrictions causing businesses to not succeed, nor is the answer
to expect those residents living in close proximity to have to
tolerate unreasonable noise, parking and nuisance issues.
Steve (SGMA): I’ve been on the block almost four years
and parking has, and will be, the number one issue for
everyone. For the most part, I think our visiting patrons
are respectful of where
they are. We know that
all the driving visitors to
our block after 6 p.m. are
heading to the restaurants.
I don’t know how we could
curb that or if we’d want
to for that matter. But if
they experience a clean,
thoughtful and enjoyable
time in our neighborhood,
then hopefully that will
create a respect and guide
their actions. 
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BOARD MEMBER PROFILE

Susan Payne, membership chair
Susan Payne has been on the Washington Park East
Neighborhood Association (WPENA) board for two terms,
and she heads up membership activities for the association
as well as acts as Washington Park East’s delegate to the
Inter-Neighborhood Cooperation (INC).
How long have you lived in Washington Park East?
Susan Payne: I’m from Denver. I grew up here
and left for 20 years, but I came back 14 years
ago. I moved to Washington Park because it’s so
beautiful and it’s so close to the park. I like that
the homes have character. Also, I wanted to live
in a place where neighbors knew each other and
I could participate more in the community. It’s
the people that was the main factor for me.
What makes Washington Park East great?
SP: The people are so friendly, open and warm. The
location is so close to Washington Park, downtown, restaurants
and shops on Old South Gaylord. And the feel of it, such as the
lovely old brick homes and beautiful gardens.
What are the big issues facing Washington Park East?
SP: The neighborhood faces many ongoing issues, including street parking and traffic through the neighborhood, car
vandalism, burglaries and other crimes.
I’m also concerned about retail marijuana on Old South
Gaylord and the changing character of the neighborhood

due to scraping of so many lovely, old homes being replaced
with huge new homes.
In what ways has the neighborhood changed for the better
over the years?
SP: Families with kids of all ages are coming back to the
neighborhood, so we have a good mix of ages.
Why do you serve on the WPENA board?
SP: I wanted to improve the sense of community instead of having this just be a place
where people sleep. I also had an interest
in the conservation overlay, and I think the
board should be involved in some of the
important decisions that make a difference in
what our neighborhood looks and feels like.
What would you say to a Washington Park East resident that is currently thinking about becoming a WPENA member? What do you think is the #1 member benefit?
SP: WPENA membership is a good way to get involved
in some events, meet neighbors, have a say in what happens
here and help to mold the future.
How do membership dues help the association?
SP: Dues and volunteers support the newsletter and
neighborhood events like the 4th of July parade and party,
the neighborhood yard sale and other potential events. All
for $20 a year, what a bargain. 

WPENA NIGHT OUT

The Washington Park East Neighborhood Association would like to invite
everyone to enjoy a night out at Reivers Bar & Grill on Thursday, January 15th
beginning at 4 p.m. Fill out the form below, bring it with you and 20% of sales
will go to benefit WPENA. We hope to see everyone at Reivers for a chance to
meet neighbors and support WPENA.
CIRCLE YOUR PREFERRED DELIVERY
METHOD OF INFO FROM WPENA

NAME:

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER

ADDRESS:

FACEBOOK
TWITTER

EMAIL:
ARE YOU A MEMBER:

YES

NO

MONTHLY EMAILER

INFORMATION MUST BE FILLED OUT AND HANDED IN WITH RECEIPT FOR DONATION TO OCCUR

Washington Park East News
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CRIME AND SAFETY

Stolen vehicles on the rise in Washington Park
By Joanne Asher
Are you a puffer? Do you leave your vehicle running on
the street to warm it up before leaving for work or taking the
kids to school?
Denver Police Department (DPD) will be ticketing cars
parked at the curb that are running without a driver, and
DPD will also issue tickets to victims whose cars were stolen
as a result of being left idling.
The number of stolen vehicles has more than doubled
in 2014 (10 in 2013 versus 21 though October 2014),
and DPD predicts the number of cars stolen in the winter
months will increase due to puffers.
CRIMES IN THE AREA
Assault
On Nov. 2 between 6:00-6:30 p.m., two women in separate incidents in the NW corner of Washington Park East
were assaulted as they left friends’ houses to get into their
cars. A male choked each victim as they fought back. The

BY THE NUMBERS

261

Reported crimes in 2014
through Nov 30, down 7%

Number of cars stolen
Number of burglaries

suspect headed to Speer Blvd. where Denver Police caught
up with him. He assaulted a female police officer before
being taken into custody.
Burglary
A home owner in the area came home to find two suspects, a male and a female, burglarizing his home. He was
menaced with a gun before the pair fled.
A new method of breaking into cars has been seen in the
neighborhood. Thieves are drilling a hole below a door handle to gain entry. The best way to avoid a car break-in is to
use your garage or a car cover.
Robbery
The DU area has been experiencing several aggravated (i.e.,
the use of a gun), daytime robberies, where a pair of male suspects demand victims hand over their smart phone or tablet.
Scam
Residents have been receiving scam calls at home where
they are asked to pay city fines over the phone. City and
County of Denver does not collect fines over the phone. 

23 92%
45 15%

The most reported crime, theft
from vehicle, is down

47%



Remain vigilant, it still accounts for 20%
of all crime in the neighborhood

Washington Park East Neighborhood Association
Monthly association meetings are open to any
WPENA resident or business owner and are held
every second Tuesday starting at 7 p.m. at St. John’s
Church (corner of Exposition and Gilpin streets) in
the rear meeting room near the back parking lot area.
Elections to the board are scheduled annually in May.
CORRECTION

In the fall newsletter, an article on the new restaurant
Homegrown Tap & Dough mistakenly reported that all
the food in the restaurant is organic. That was incorrect.
Everything available from the Juice Bar is organic, but
all food from the restaurant is not.
4

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Joanne Asher, Crime and Safety
Lance Clem
Jonathan Jensen
Neil Jorgensen
John Kudrycki
Biddie Labrot, Treasurer, Zoning
Larry Larsen
Timothy McHugh
Lance Musselman, Secretary
Darrell Oliver
Susan Payne, Membership
Steve Skalski, President
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Dear Zoey Zoning
I have noticed quite a few port-a-potties in the street or in front of houses on the grass between the sidewalk and the
street. I did not think this was allowed. Have the guidelines for port-a-potties changed?
It’s bad enough that there are big construction dumpsters taking up street parking, but now we also have port-a-potties in the way. I’ve noticed on my walks that these port-a-potties can become quite
fragrant and are a bit of an eyesore. Is there something I can do?
Signed,
Frequent Walker
Dear Walker,
Port-a-potties are not allowed in the public right-of-way, such as sidewalks and roads,
and must be placed on the private property that is under construction. To see what
items are allowed in the right-of-way, visit www.denvergov.org and search “minor
encumbrances allowed in the right-of-way”.
Large dumpsters are allowed to be placed on the street with proper permitting.
Please call 311 to report the port-a-potties that you have seen in the right-of-way,
and they will contact Denver Public Works Right of Way Services to correct the
situation.
Yours in Zoning,
Zoey

GET E-MAIL
RECYCLING
REMINDERS!

Ever forget to put out
your recycle bin?
Go to DenverGov.org/
DenverRecycles
to sign up for free
e-mail reminders or to
download a smartphone
app. Bins are picked up
bi-monthly and are
FREE by calling 311.

Washington Park East News
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BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR

Recycle your Christmas tree with Treecycle
Each year, Denver’s Treecycle program keeps thousands
of trees out of the landfill by turning discarded Christmas
trees into usable mulch for Denver residents. Last year alone,
more than 20,000 trees were turned into free mulch that
Denver residents took home from the Mulch Giveaway
event in the spring.
From January 5 until January 16, Denver residents can set
their trees out next to their trash container or dumpster, and a
special tree collection truck will collect them for recycling. Responsibly recycling your Christmas tree has never been easier.
1. Remove all decorations
and the tree stand. No artificial or flocked trees. Real trees
only.
2. Set your tree out for
collection during the first two
weeks of January.
3. Remember to claim free
mulch made from your tree at
the annual Mulch Giveaway
event in the spring!
Denver residents should note
that set-out days and locations
depend on the existing trash
collection method.
Dumpster customers: Set
trees out in the alley by 7 a.m.
on either Monday, January 5 or
Monday, January 12 for collec-

tion sometime during that week.
Manual customers: Set trees out near your normal trash
set-out location by 7 a.m. on one of the trash collection days
during the week of January 5 or the week of January 12.
Please, do not place trees in dumpsters. Trees should be
placed at least two feet away from dumpsters and other obstacles for collection.
For questions about the 2015 Treecycle program, please
call 311 or visit www.DenverGov.org/DenverRecycles 

Do you know when to shovel your sidewalk?

Denver requires residential property owners and businesses to clear their walkways so that everyone has safe access throughout the city. Senior citizens, people with disabilities, parents with strollers, and mail carriers, just to name a few, can struggle to
negotiate walkways covered in snow or ice. You can do your part to make our community safe and accessible for all.
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW
Be timely: Once snow has stopped falling, businesses have four hours and residents have twenty-four hours to remove snow
and ice from public sidewalks adjacent to their property. Clear your sidewalk of snow as soon as possible.
Report a problem: Please contact Denver 311 to provide the address of unshoveled sidewalks.
Lend a hand: Check on elderly and disabled neighbors during major snow storms to see if they need help with shoveling.
Become a snow buddy: The Snow Buddies program connects volunteers with anyone 60+ in the metro area who cannot
shovel their own walk. Volunteers are paired with seniors within a 2-mile radius. To volunteer go to www.voacolorado.org/
Volunteer/Snow-Buddies to request information. If you are 60 or older and need help shoveling your sidewalk, call 720-2643379 to be paired with a Snow Buddy.
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FROM THE PARK

Proposed changes to Loop Road finalized
By Timothy McHugh
After months of community feedback, Denver Parks and
Recreation submitted final recommendations to the public
to modify the Loop Road to accommodate the growing popularity of Washington Park.
The park is one of the most popular open-space destinations in the city, and it attracts a wide variety of users on the
Loop Road, including walkers, runners, bicyclists, skaters
and even motorists. As park visitation has increased over the
years, so have user conflicts and safety concerns.
Beginning in April 2014, Denver Parks and Recreation has
worked to identify safety concerns and find solutions for the
increased activity on the Loop Road.
The proposal suggests that the bicycle lane be divided into
two sections. A 10-foot wide fast lane and a 6-foot wide lane
for “slow wheels”, which would be painted light green. All
traffic in the wheeled lanes would continue in one direction.
The pedestrian lane would be narrowed to 14 feet but be
separated from wheeled traffic by a 2-foot buffer zone that
would be painted red.
There will be signage and pavement markings located at
entry and intersection areas and will include lane usage and
speed limits. The plan looks at the possibility of kiosks and
discrete electronic signs.
Denver Parks and Recreation, along with Alta Planning and
Design and Stream Design Landscape, presented their plans
at the Friends and Neighbors (FANS) of
Washington Park meeting on November
12 and a public forum on December 10.
Planners sought to preserve Washington
Park’s setting, function and experience
for all users while finding ways to accommodate increased volume and diversity of
activity on the road.
Even with all the recommended changes
to the Loop Road, the design teams are
seeking to avoid excessive and obtrusive
signs.
Designers call for eliminating parallel
parking on the Loop Road and making up
for the loss in parking spaces by modifying
current lots. The proposal suggests that the
Loop Road be redirected to run adjacent to
Smith Lake, which should decrease possible
conflicts among different user types, where
Washington Park East News

Exposition Avenue and the playground parking area merge with
the Loop Road.
Denver Parks and Recreation plans ongoing education
campaigns to help users adjust to changes, including a cell
phone app to provide updates on the changes and parking.
After a final draft of the proposal is evaluated and any
changes made, a budget will be determined. 
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Thank you to our advertisers for
their continued support!

If you are interested in advertising, please
send an email to WPENAonline@gmail.com
or visit online at www.WPENAonline.org for
more information.

Thank you to our business members

WPENA Annual Dues
Washington Park East Neighborhood Association (WPENA) is made up of thousands of neighbors, dozens of local
businesses, nonprofits, churches, and local elected officials. All of us work together to keep Washington Park East a
great neighborhood, but we need YOUR help! WPENA annual dues are $20 per household ($10 for seniors) and help
support regular business activity, annual celebrations, production of our newsletters, website maintenance, and other
administrative costs.
To support your neighborhood organization, please fill out the info below and send dues payable to WPENA, 472 S.
High St., Denver, CO 80209.

NAME: _______________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS: _____________________ PHONE NUMBER: _______________
I would like to help with the following WPENA volunteer positions (check all that apply):
 website 			

 newsletter			

 event volunteer (yard sale, July 4th)

 zoning issues			

 safety & crime issues		

 traffic/transportation

COMMENTS/SUGGESTIONS: ____________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

